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BO VE a Wa ſince I put this le 


young, learned it almoſt as fat as I could tranſ- 
late it: Ang having had experience ſince from others 
ef its uſefulneſs, —— perſuaded it might be of advan- 
tage to have it publifh'd, The learned Author is well 


ticular has had an infinite number of editions 
and was firſt uſher'd into the world 
of the famous Biſhop of Meaux, Monſieur Boſſuer, and 
recommended to the uſe of his dioceſe. - Afterwards 


the Archbiſhop of Cambray, the celebrated Author of | 


Telemachus, makes mention of it with applauſe in — 


g's 
We cannot entertain 2 — 


« lent book, nor uſe jt too often ; wr gr 5 


* can adinire too 3 
r pted merely by a xe 
_ «ous tp a love fe 


« be their firſt Maſters and Catechiſts. - Tia with f 
« gular pleaſure 1 e what 4 relates eon 


*< cerning. one of his friends, in the preliminary dif- 


« courſe to his Catechiſm. I am acquainted, ſays hey 


« with-a man who is 3 Wo 


« religion, though he never learnt. the cam 
« Catechiſms b deart, eee 


6 ing his child „ than his father. When bat ue 


re his piogs parent uſed 0 ſex fir ba 


* 


3 
s 2 
E > 


book into Exgh/4 for a fine boy, who ry 4 


known for his many excellent works, and this in par- 
by the a — | 


iv The PREFACE. 
« knee every evening as ſoon as he was come from 
©  * buſineſs; uſgd to Kequalyf bar a familiar Way, 9 
— either with khe Sacrifice of Abraham, the Hiſtory Pp 
| « of Jeſpb or ſomething like it. At the ſame time 10 
V he would ſhew his ſon the ſeveral incidents in a book 4. 
of prints, and the family would take a great plegiure 6 
in repeating theſe ſtories. At fix or {even years of ” 
% age, when the child had learn'd a little Latin, his 7 
father made him read the Goſpel and the moſt eaſy « 
% books. of the Old Teftament; taking care to ex- 6 
plain every difficulty that occurr'd. Having been 6 
<> thui-inftreQed'in his early years, he retain'd all his 4 
« life after the greateſt love ànd the higheſt. veneration * 
ſor the Scriptũres and for all things that relate to re- 10 
« ligion. Such are the fruits of a Chriſtian education, « 
. and ſuch the duty of all fathers who have talents for 4 
it and arg, not too much buſied in worldly cares. 6 
<<; 'Phis was the practice of che primitive and moſt holy | 
« ages of the — in which children were pet- M*.. 
« feQly taught the Chriſtian religion by their parents 
only and without the aſſiſtance of Catechiſms, there $. 
not being at that time any publick Catechiſts to in- 
. fixp& youth. in thejr religion. Mothers cannot ex- f 
«, cuſe themſelves from this promiſe. upon pꝛetence of 
4 a multiplicity of affairs, they having teifre;nouph 
to undettake it. The care of the education pF children 
4 fil ey come to the age we ſpeak of, is chiefly 
4 their, and Cbnſtitutes part of the little domeſtic 
4 empire whick providence has particularly aſſign d 
4 them. If to their natural ſweetneſs of temper and 
«, infinuating manners they would. add a gentle but 
«. fleady authority, theſe would enable them to in- 
fit their children with ſueceſi. I myſelf know 
«ſeveral mothers who have entirely diſcharged every 
part of this duty ; and one lady in partichlar who 
«©: never left her young ſon alone with ſervants, but in- 
«: x | him ctieuſarly'in all thoſe things to which 
A à child carl attain till about bis fixth year, when ſhe 
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A refign'd him to a Tutor, capable in all reſpects of 
ns. fapplying her place, and purſuing the plan ſhe had 
0 Gown: | * # ey -r 4 | „ 4 . 
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1 generally the lot 8, 
% more truly of the country than of the town. For 
„ whilſt the men are employed in laborious and neceſs - 
« fary toils, (and they are ſo moſt part of the year) their 
* wives only have a little leiſure. This ſhews the ftric 
* indiſpenſable obligation of Noblemen and-others 
« poſſeſſed of eſtates in the country, to.eſtabliſh ſchgols 
for the inſttuction of girls in their ſeveral villages, 
and the particular care that Paſtors owe this pa t of 
their flock, which alone forms the whole reſource, 

* the whole hopes of a village. For theſe girls will 

very probably be one day mothers, and if they them: 

* ſelves have been piouſly educated they will not fail 
7 — r advantage to their 
children F 2 


« T obſerved that the edycatign of young children js 
of fig mothers, tad this is pole 


o 
- 


4 


- *. Whoever updertakes to teach children this, little 


book ſhould begin by reading to them the hiſtorical 


4. account that goes before the queſtions ; or otherwiſe, 
which would be much better, repeat it to them wither 
out ufing the bopk. It 8 


could be done and the pupils RP to read 1 2 


* them a ſecond time, for by this means they 


comprehend it better. Nothing is hitherto required 


from children but a little attention, and this the maſ- 
ter may eaſily engage by reading or relating theſe- 
* particulars in a familiar agreeable manner. After 
* this is done the teacher may proceed to the queſtions 


and anſwers, each of which ſhould be repeated ſeve - 


ral times, in order that a child may underſtand it per- 


tealy. The Maſter muſt be contented at firſt with. 
making him learn by heart the anſwers only ; either- 
by word of mouth, in caſe the ſcholar is not yet 
able to read, or from the book which he may ſtudy 
alone. After he has thus gone thro' the hiſtor1- 
cal Catechiſm, he ſhould begin it a ſecond time, and 
learn by heart all the queſtions, becauſe theſe are na- 
turally link'd with the anſwers, and often compre- 
bend the ſubſtance of them. In fine, when the ſcho- 
lar is perfect in the queſtions and anſwers he mult. 
get by heart the hiſtorical relation which _ 
Ii 
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mn. TRePREFACE.. 
« them. But then he ſhould not be conitrain'd to repeat 
« this relation in the verywords he learn'd it. Theteacher 
© ſhould rather be pleaſed to hear him change them ſome- 
« times (provided he does not alter the ſenſe) for this will 
be an almoſt certain proof that he underſtood what was 
« taught him ; whereas if he repeated literally, there 
« would be ſome reaſon to doubt it. Theſe three dif- 
„ ferent repetitions, which it will be proper to vary 
« and enlarge every time, will by this means have the 
% charms of novelty, will not tire the learners, but fink 
* deep into their memory and underftanding. The ſe- 
. « cond part muſt be taught them after the ſame man- 
. « ner as the former. | 
This is chiefly extracted from the Author's Preface, 
which being very long, at leaſt a third part of his boole, 
and relating both to this Catechiſm and a larger for 
perſons of a riper judgment, and alſo adapted to the 
ſent ſtate of the Church of Fraxce, I was adviſed, tho“ 
T had tranſlated it, to leave it out, as the Author him- 
was Li AE in 2 his own — that the 
ing ſo much cheaper might come into e 
body's hands, * x e 19 * 
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+ Hiſtorical Catechiſm, GC. 
The FIRST PART. 


ha 


The FiR $T LESSON. 
About the Creation. 


OD made the world out of nothing, 
by his word, and by his will, and for 
his glory. He made it in fix days, and 
reſted on the ſeventh day, To make man, 
God formed firſta body out of the earth, 
then he put a ſou] into it made after his own. 
image. Man is the image of God, becauſe 
he is capable of knowing God and loving 
him, and it was for this reaſon that God 
made him. The firft man's name was Adam. 
God gave him for a companion the woman 
whom he made out of one of his ribs, that 
he might love her as a part of himſelf: Thus 
God inſtituted marriage. The firſt woman 

-wes called Eve. God put Adam and Eve 

into an earthly paradiſe, which was a very 

fine garden, where they lived in happineſs. 

They had leave to eat of all ſorts of fruit but 

of that which grew upon the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, which God 
had forbidden them. They were quite naked, 
and were not aſhamed of it becauſe they were 
in a ſtate of innocence. They were not lia- 
ble to ſickneſs, and * never to die. God 
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alſo created ſome pure ſpirits, without bo- 
dies, who are the Angels. 

Queſt ion. Who made the world? An- 
ſwer, It is God. Q. Out of what did he 
make it? A. Out of nothing. Q. How 
did he make it? A. By his word. Q. Why 
did he male it? A. For his glory. Q. Of 
what did he make the firſt man? A. He 
made his body of the earth. Q. And of 
WMͤhat did he make his ſoul? A. He created 
it but of nothing. Q. Of whom is it the 
image? A. Of God himſelf. Q. Why did Wn 
God make man? A. That he might know Wie 
him and love him. Of what was the Pi. 
firſt woman made? A. Of one of the man's el 
ribs. Q. Why ſo? A. to ſhew that they . 
were both one Fleſh, Q. What was the earth- pf 
ly paradiſe? A. A fine garden into which God 
put Adam and Eve. Q. In what ſtate did they 
live there? A. In a happy one. Q. When 
were they to die? A. They were not to die 
at all. Q. Who are the Angels? A. Pure 
Spirits that have no body. 


Ihe Second LRSSON. 


907 the fin of Adam. 


HERE were ſome Angels who re- 
E dbvelled againſt God: And he caſt them 
down into hell and eternal fire. Theſe are devils 

or angels of the devil, whoſe buſineſs 1s to tempt 
men and make them rebel againſt God. One of 
ttzheſe evil Spirits made uſe of the ſerpent, and 
83 ſe: 5 per- 
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erſuaded Eve to eat of the fruit of the tree 
hich God had forbidden them. She eat of 
and made her huſband eat of it. Then 
50d curſed the ſerpent, and declared that of 
e woman ſhould be born he that ſhould. 
Pruiſe his head, that is, a Saviour of the 
Forld, who ſhould come one day to deſtroy 
ne power of the devil. He drove Adam and 
ve out of paradiſe, and they were in a very 
niſerable condition. They loſt the favour. 
o God and were become ſlaves to the devil, 
nd ſubject to death and all bodily infirmi- 
ies, and moreover to ignorance and concu- 
diſcence. Concupiſcence is the love of our- 
elves which hinders us from loving God our 
reator : And from thence proceed all fort, 
df ſins/ which lead to eternal death. Adam 
nd Eve had no children till after. they had. 
inned: For which reaſon their children were 
dorn ſubject to the ſame miſeries as they, and, 
ranſmitted them to their offspring, ſo that 
all mank ind are born in Sin, enemies of God, 
and doom'd to hell. It is this which we call 
riginal ſin. 

Who is the devil? A. An angel that. 
ebelled againſt God. Q. To what did God, 
ondemn him? A. To eternal fire. Q. What 
s his employment? A. To tempt men and 
ke them offend God. Q. How did he tempt 
he firſt man? A. He entered into the ſer- 

nt and perſuaded the woman to eat of the 
orbidden fruit. Q. What did ſhe do aſter- 
ards? A. She ! her huſband eat o., 


4 An hiftorical Catechiſm. | 
it. Q. What did God do? A. He curſed the 
ſerpent. Q. How did he puniſh Adam and 
Eve? A. He drove them out of paradiſe. ! 
Q. What did he promiſe them? A. That ik 
the woman ſhould break the ſerpent's head. 
Q. What is the meaning of that? A. That e 
there ſhould deſcend from her a Saviour of 
mankind to deſtroy the power of the devil. 
In what condition did man find himſelf 3 
after his fin? A, In a very miſerable one, | 
with reſpect both to his ſoul and body. Q. 
What evils came upon him from his body ? 
A. All ſorts of inconveniencies, diſtempers 
and death. Q. And from his ſoul? A. Ig. 
norance and concupiſcence? Q. What is 
concupiſcence? A. The eagerneſs we have 
to love nobody but ourſelves. Q. What is 
the conſequence of it? A. Sin. Q. What Wd! 
is the conſequence of fin? A. Eternal death. W N 
Q. When had Adam and Eve children? Wan 
A. After their fin. Q. Did their ſin deſcend ¶ th 
* to their children? A. Yes, and to their Wth 
children's children. Q. Does this misfortune p 
continue ſtill? A. All men are born with Woe 
fin. Q. What do you call it? A.” Origi- Wite 


—_ ſhi 
Pa. The THIRD LESSON, ” 
575 | One 
2 4 deluge and the ow of nature, er: 
T HE firſt. children of Adam and Eve 28 


A were Cain and Abel. Cain kill'd his the 
brother out of enyy of his virtue, and 1 4p 


. Wo that all mankind being given up to wick- 


of the family of Seth, found favour with 
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Schildren- of Cain were wicked. Adam had 
another ſon called Seth, whoſe children con- 


rinued in the fear of God, but they married 
with the wicked, and corrupted themſelves, 


edneſs, God reſolved to deſtroy them with 
Jan univerſal deluge. There was only: Noah, 


God. God acquainted him with his deſign, 

and commanded him to build an ark, that is 

Ja ſquare veſſel covered like a trunk, big 
enough to hold a couple of every fort of 
beaſts and birds. When Noah was got into 
it God made it rain terribly for forty days 
and forty nights, which covered. the. whole 
earth with water, the ſea overflowing at the 
ſame time. All men and all creatures. were 
drown'd ; there were only eight perſons ſaved, _ 
Noah, his wife, his three ſons and their wives a8 
and the creatures that were in the ark. After 
the deluge the world was peopled again by 
the three ſons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Ja- 
pheth : So we are all Brothers. But men 
ſoon became more wicked than before. In- 
ſtead of adoring God, moſt of them wor- 
ſhip'd the ſun, the moon, or other creatures 
They did not honour their parents, they were 
unchaſte murderers, thieves, ſlanderers of 
one another, liars, and followed their on 
evil inclinations. And in all this they acted 
againſt their reaſon and conſcience, which is 
the law of nature. 


B 3 Q. Who 
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Who was the firſt murderer in the 
world? A. Cain who kilPd his brother A. 
Sel Why did he kill him? A. For 
je of his virtue. Q. Were all men as 
wicked as Cain? A. Moſt of them were. 
Q. Was there not one man left that God 
Jiked? A. Only Noah. Q. What did 
God do to puniſh mankind? A. He ſent a 
deluge. Q. What do you mean by a de- 
Juge? A. A great inundation which cover'd 
the whole earth with water. Q. What be- 
came of men? A. They were all drown'd.! 
Q. And of all living creatures? A. They 
were drown'd too. Q. What became of 
Noab? A. God preſerved him in the ark. 
Q. What ſort of a thing was Noab's ark: 
A. A great ſquare veſſel cover'd like a trunk, 
Q. Was Noah only ſaved in it? A, yes, 
with his family. And what beſides ? 
A. A couple of beaſts and birds of every 
ſort. Q. Are all men our brethren? A. 
Tes, becauſe we are all come from Adam and 
Noah. Q. What is the law of nature ? A. I 
-is. reaſon and conſcience. Q. What does i 
teach us with reſpect to God? A. That we 
ought to adore none but him. Q. What 
with reſpect to our neighbour? A. Not tc 
do that to others which we would not have 
them do to us. Q. And what with reſpec! 
[to ourſelves? A. 10 moderate our paſſion 
and deſires. | 


The 


An hiſtorical Catechiſm. 
The FOURTH LESSON, 


Of Abraham and the other Patriarchs, 


HE true religion and the la of nature 


were preſerved among ſome holy Per- 
ſons, chiefly of the family of Sem. One of 


them was Abrabam, whom God made choice 


of to make a covenant with. He command- 
ed him to leave his country, and promiſed 


him to make him a father of an innumèerable 


. 


people, to give this people the land of Canaan, 
and to bleſs in his ſeed all the nations of the 
earth: Which ſignified that the Saviour bf 
the world ſhould be born of his poſterity. 
Abraham believed the promiſes of God, who 
ordered him circumciſion for a feal of his co- 


venant, and gave him a ſon called Tatc. 


God willing to try the faittrof Mrabum com- 
manded him to facrifice his dear ſoh, hut 
hindered him juſt when he was ready to cut 
his throat, J/aac was the father of Jacob, 
otherwiſe calld 77a, who had twelve ſons, 
and amongſt the reſt Levi, Juda, Foſeph and 
Benjamin, Theſe are the twelve patriarchs, 
fathers of the twelve tribes, which made up 
the whole people of Hrael. All the holy men 
that lived under the law of Nature were alſo 

called patriarchs. oi v4 5s 
Q. Where was the Law, of Nature 
relerved after the deluge? A. In the fami- 
y of Shem, Q. oY whom did God make 
. 4 2 
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a covenant? A. With Abraham, Q. What 
did God command him to do? A. To 
leave his family and his country. Q. What 
did God promiſe him? A. To make a great 
people proceed from him. Q. What did 
he promiſe him beſides? A. Io give him 
the land of Cana an. Q. What greater thing 
did God promiſe him? A. To bleſs in his 
race all the nations of the earth. Q. What 
was the meaning of that? A. That the 
Saviour of the world ſhould come from the 
family of Abrabam. Q. What was the ſeal | 
of God's covenant with Abraham ? A. Cir- 
cumciſion. Q. Who was Abraham's ſon? | 
A. Iſaac. Q. Why would he have facri- 
ficed him? A. In obedience to God. , 
Why did God bid him doit? A. To try 
his faith. Q. Who was Jacob? A. The 


bn of Jaa What, was his other name? 


A. He was alled Vael. Ho 
many children had he? A. He had 
twelve. | 


The FIFTH LESSON. 


Of the Iſraelites Slavery in Egypt, and 


of the Paſſover. 


"FF OSEPH's brethren ſold him for envy ; 


he was carried into Egypt where he lived 


in fla very a long time, but he continued faith- 
ful to God, who delivered him, and made 


. 


him 


4. 
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him become a favourite with the king. He 
forgave his brethren, invited them into E- 


gypt with their father and all the fam ily. 


They died there, and their children increaſed 
wonderfully. Another king of Egypt fear- 
ing they would become too powerful im- 
poſed hard labour upon them, and intended 
to have deſtroyed all their male children. 
But God had pity upon his people, and ſent 
Moſes and Aaron who were deſcended from 
Levi to deliver them. They came to Pha- 
raob, which was the name of all the Zgyp- 
tian Kings, and commanded him as from 
God to let his people go. He refuſed it 
ſeveral times, and Meſes to force him to it 
wrought many terrible miracles, which are 
called the plagues of Egypt. The children 
of Jrael went away at laſt, but juſt before 
it they celebrated the Paſſover by the order 
of God, eating in each family a roaſted lamb, 
after having mark'd the door of each houſe 
with its blood. It was calPd paſſover, be- 
cauſe when God deſtroyed. the firſt-born. of 
the Egyptians, he paſs'd over and ſpared the 
houſes of the T/raehites, And God com- 
manded them to make ſuch a ſacrifice and 
feaſt every year in memory of their deliver- 
arice ; which was a ſign that one day all 
men ſhould be delivered from fin and the fla- 
very of the devil. "a 3 
Q. Tell me the ſtory of Jeſeph? A. His 
brethren ſold him for ever; he was a long 
time a ſlave in Egypt, afterwards he became 
N 9 B 5 2 91 the 
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the King's favourite. Q. What did he do to 
his brethren when he was in power? A. He 
forgave them, and made them come into E- | 
Sn with all their Family. Q. What | hap- ? 
pen'd to the Jfraehites after they were in E- : 
t A. They multiplied extremely. Q.. 
hat did the Ling of Egypt do to them? 
A. He deſign'd to have (deſtroyed them. 
Who ſuccoured them? A. God. Q. | 
om did God make uſe of to deliver them? MF, 
A. Of Moſes. Q. What did Moſes do? 
A. Great miracles to oblige Pbaraob to obey MF ; 
God. Q. What is the Paſſover? A, It is 

a lamb which was ſacrificed and eat that F , 
night they were delivered. Q. What did 
they do Sith its blood? A, They mark*d | 9 
the houſes of the Iſraelites with it. Q. WM 
What was their deliverance a ſign of? A. n. 
That God would one day deliver all men Hg 


from the flavery of the devil. th 
The SIXTH LESSON. . 
2 the journey in the wilderneſs, and of ge 
the written Law. = 


OD, having delivered the Iſraelites 

from Egyptian ſlavery, brought them 
into the land of Canaan, as he had promiſed 
their Fathers he would. He perform'd great n 
miracles in this journey. He made them go 
over the Red Sea dry-ſhod, that they mi 5 
eſcape from Pharaoh who pu rſued them. 
led them thro* a great wilderneſs, where be 


0 
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fed them forty years with Manna that fell 
from Heaven, and water that ſprang out of a 
rock. Soon after the beginning of the jout- 
ney they came ro mount Sinai, where God 
gave them his law the fifticth day after the 
paſſover. They ſaw the mountain all on fire 
and covered with a thick cloud, and there 
came out of it lightnings, and thunder, and 
a noiſe like that of a trumpet, and they heard 
a voice which ſaid, I am the Lord thy God 
who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the houſe of bondage. | 

I. Thou ſhalt have none other Gods before 
me. 

II. Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any 
graven image, nor the likeneſs of any thing 
that is in Heaven above, or in the earth be- 
neath, or in the water under the earth. Thou 
ſhalt not bow down to them, nor worſhip 
them: For I the Lord thy God am a jealod 
God, and viſit the fins of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and foorth 
generation of them that hate me, and ſhew 
mercy unto thouſands in them chat love me, 

and keep my commandments. 

III. Thou ſhalt not. take the Nate of che 
Lord thy God in vain: For the Lord wilt 


pot hold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name 


n vain, 
IV. Remember that thou keep holy the 
abbath-day. Six days ſhalt thou labour, and. 
d all that thou haſt to do; but the ſeventh 
ay is the ſabbath of ＋ Lord thy God. In 
ic 
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it thou ſhalt do no manner of work, thou and 
thy ſon, and thy daughter, thy man- ſervant, 
and thy maid-ſervant, thy cattle, and the 
ſtranger that is within thy gates. For in ſix 
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
fea, and all that in them is, and reſted the 
ſeventh day; wherefore the Lord bleſſed the 


ſeventh day, and hallowed it. 


V. Honour thy father and thy mother, | 
that thy days may be long in the land which 


the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou ſhalt do no murder. 

VII. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 
VIII. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 


IX. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs a- | 


gainſt thy neighbour. 


X. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's | 
houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's | 
wife, nor his ſervant, nor his maid, nor his | 


Ox, nor his aſs, nor any thing that is his. 


God gave Moſes theſe ten commandments 


wrote upon two tables of ſtone. They con- 
tain*d little more than what was required by 
the law of nature ; but God had a mind to 
give it then. in writing, becauſe mankind had 
almoſt forgot their duty, ſo wicked were they 
-.» grown. | | 


Q. Where did the 7/aelites go when they 


came out of EZgyp;? A. Into the land of 
Canaan, whither God brought them. Q. 
Why did God bring them there? A. To 
fulfil his promiſes. Q. How did they 
over the Red Sea? A, God made a 


Way 


oe 
ry 
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| JF} way for them in the midſt of the waters. 
„Q. Where did they travel afterwards? A. 
> EE Thro? a great wilderneſs. Q. What did they 
K live upon there? A. Manna, which God 
ſent them from Heaven. Q And what did 
> they do for Water? A. God made it come 
e cut of a rock. Q. When did God give 
them his Law? A. The fiftieth day after 
, their coming out. Q. In what place? A. 
h Upon Mount Sinai. Q. How did the moun- 
tain look? A. All on fire, with thunder 
and lightning. Say to me the command- 
ments which God gave them. Which is 
the firſt? A. Thou ſhalt have no other, &c. 
Q. Say the ſecond. A. Thou ſhalt not 
make to thy ſelf, &c. The Scholar muſt learn 
h heart the commandments at length as they 
are /et down before, Q. Were theſe ten com- 
is mandments written? A. Yes, upon two ta- 
bles of ſtone. Q. Were they new? A. No, 
It was the law of nature. 


Nn- 

by  TheetvenTHY LESSON. 

to 

ad of the covenant which God made with the 

ey Iſraelites. 

ae 0 D order'd the two tables of the * | 

of to be put into the ark of the cove- 

2 nant, which was a trunk of the fineſt wood 
0 


overlaid with gold. This ark was kept in a 
tabernacle, that is, a tent made of rich ſtuff, 
and before it there was an altar for ſacrifices, * 
which 


for each of the twelve tribes : But they kept 


14 An hiftorical Catechiſin. 
which were offered by killing oxen, and 
ſheep, and burning them upon the altar. 
This was the way of honouring God at that 
time. Aaron and his ſons were ordained 
Prieſts to offer theſe ſacrifices, and all the 
reſt of the tribe of Levi was appointed for the 
fervice of the tabernacle. The ark and the 
tabernacle were the ſigns of God's covenant Wi! 
with the J/raelites : And this covenant, which 
is alſo called teftament, was the ſame that 
God had made with Abraham ; for he re- 
newed, in their favour, all the promiſes which 
he had made to their fathers. He promiſed | 
to take them for his well-beloved people, and 
to ſettle them in the land of Canaan, and 
there heap favours upon them, And this | 
promiſed land was a figure of Heaven and | 
the abode of the happy there. The people 
on their ſide promiſed to own no other God 
but the Lord, to love him with all their 
heart, and keep all his commandments, un- 
der pain of being driven out of the promiſed 
land and abandoned to miſery. This cove- : 
nant was confirmed by the blood of the ſacri- id 
fices, and God performed his part very faith- it 
fully. He made the river 2 run back, e 
he ſtop'd the courſe of the fun and the moon, er 
and did many other great miracles to put the WP" 
Iſraelites in poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan : 
And they divided it into twelve parts, one 


a 
w 


not their promiſe with God. They rebell'd Pie 
againſt him above ten times in the journey: {W2 
| And 
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nd And when they had got into the land they 
ar. Wntermarried with the old inhabitants whom 
lat God had expreſly order*d them to deſtroy, 
ed ind adored their idols. 

he Q. How were facrifices offered under the 
he ld law? A. They killed a beaft, then 
he Purnt it upon an altar. Where was the 
Altar? A. Before the tabernacle. Q. What 
Paas in the tabernacle? A. The ark of the 
at Wovenant. Q. What was this ark! A. A 
Frunk quite covered with gold. Q. What 
as in it? A. The two tables of the law. 
Q. Who were the Sacrificers? A, Aaron 
End his ſons. Q. Who were the Levites ? 
K. All the reſt of the tribe appointed for the 
Wervice of the tabernacle. Q. What was 
Pod's covenant with the 1/aelites *. A. The 
me that he had made with Abrabam. Q. 
hat did he promiſe them? A. He pro- 
niſed to take them for his people, to ſettle 
hem in the land of Canaan, and heap favours 
pon them. Q. What was this land a ſign 
f? A. It repreſented Heaven. Q. What 
id the people promiſe? A. To love God 
ith all their heart and keep his command- 
ents. Q. Under what penalty? A. Un- 
er pain of being driven out, and abandon'd 
d miſery, Q. Was this covenant well per- 
drmed? A. Yes, on God's part. Q. 
hat miracles did God work to put his 
2ople in poſſeſſion of the land? A. He: 
ied up Jordan: He ſtop'd the ſun and the 
oon. Q. How was the covenant performed. 


= * Cv oO ww & Mo (QL (LO 


On 
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on the people's part? A. Very ill. Q. How Z 
often did they rebel in the wilderneſs? A. 
More than ten times. Q. How did they 
| behave after they were ſettled in the land? 
| A. They often left God for idols. ; 


* 
1 
* 


The EIGHTH LESSON. q 
Of idolatry. j 


G OP was no longer known or worſhiped . 
by any other people but the 1/aelites ; . 
idolatry prevail'd amongſt all the reſt of the 
world. Mankind applied themſelves to no- 
thing but the care of their bodies, and 
thought not of their ſouls or of God, a pure 
ſpirit, the Creator of Heaven and earth. 
They invented Gods of their own without 


number, and gave them different names after 
their countries, and told a thouſand ridicu-W,, 
lous ſtories. about them. They repreſented ; 
ſome of them like men, others like women 
which they called goddeſſes: They made 


them idols of wood and ſtone; gold or fil; 
ver, and adored the works of their hands: 
They built Temples and ſet up altars forth 
them, and offer'd them ſacrifices. So the 
Greeks and Romans worſhip'd Jupiter, and 
call'd him the greateſt of the Gods, Zuni; 
whom they made his wife; Mars, . Venus, 
and Bacchus, beſides many more. So in 
- gypt they adored Js under the ſhape of a wo- 
man with a cow's head, and other Monſter: 

ap +; ; 0 
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The NINTH LESSON. 


'Of David and the Meſſiah. 


FT\HE Maelites for a long time after 
they came into the land of Canaans 
were governed by Judges: Afterwards they 
would have Kings, the firſt of whom was 
Saul, the ſecond David. He was of the tribe 
of Juda, of which the Saviour of the world 
was to be born according as Jacob had fore. 
told. David was conſecrated by the order of 
God with the holy oil, and all the other kings} 
were conſecrated in the ſame manner, for! 
which reaſon they were called Chriſts, the 
meaning of which is, anointed. David was al 
long time perſecuted by Saul, and maintained} 
great wars with the infidels. At laſt God} 
made him get the better of his enemies, andy 
loaded him with riches and glory. His chief 
city. was Feruſalem, where he had built a pa- 
' lace upon mount Sion, and thither he made} 
the ark of the covenant be brought. He had 
a mind to have built a temple for divine ſer- 
vice, but God told him that honour was re- 
ſerved for his ſon, that his poſterity ſhould} 
reign for ever over his faithful people, and 
that of him ſhould come the Saviour pro 
miſed ever ſince the world began, who ſhould 
reign not only over the houſe of 7/rael, but 
alſo over all the nations of the earth. That 
this Saviour would be the ſon of God and - 
ol 


K 


ſides? 


nointed or conſecrated. 
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ſon of David at the ſame time; that he would 
be deſpiſed and perſecuted by men, but that 
afterwards he would bring back all nations to 
acknowledge and ſerve the true God. From 
this time the //raelites call'd the Saviour whom 
they expected, the King, the ſon of David, 
otherwiſe the Meſſias or the Chriſt. | 

| „e were the children of Jrael go- 
vern'd after they got into the promiſed land? 
A, By Judges, afterwards by Kings. Q. 
Who was their firſt King? A. Saul. Q. 
Who was the ſecond? A. David. Q. Of 
what tribe was he? A. Of the tribe of Juda. 
Q. Where did he commonly live? A. Up- 
on Mount Sion, in the city of Feruſalem. 
Q. Whither did he make the ark of the co- 
venant be brought? A. To the ſame place, 
to Sion. Q. What did God promiſe him? 
A. That his pofterity ſhould reign for ever 
over the people of God. Q. And what be- 
A. That the Saviour ſhould come 
from him. Q. What is the Chriſt or Meſ- 
ſias? A. It is this ſame Saviour. Q. What 
is the meaning of the name Chriſt? A. A- 
Q. Why ſo? A. 


Becauſe David and the other three were con- 
ſecrated with the holy oil. B 
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The TENTH LESSON. 
Of the ſchiſm of Samaria. 


OLOMO N ſucceeded his father David, 
who was the image of the Meſſias in his 
glory, as David had been his image, and 
reſembled him in his labours and ſufferings. 2 
Solomon reign'd all his time in peace, and | 
had as much riches and pleaſure as his heart 
could. wiſh, and God imparted to him the 
true wiſdom, which was more to be valued p 
than either. He built the temple at Zeru/a- Wn 
lem according, to his father's deſign. The WV 
ark of the covenant was put in it, and there p 
too they offered ſacrifices. There was no 
other temple but this, and this altar was the 
only one that it was lawful to ſacrifice upon. 
It was ſo ordain'd by the law, to make it 
better underſtood that there is but one God 
and one true religion. At laſt Solomon by be- 
ing too much addicted to pleaſure loſt his 
wiſdom : And the women of other nations, 
that he was paſſionately in love with, pre- Ws 
_vaiFd upon him to commit idolatry. To 
niſh him for it his kingdom was divided after 
his death. Only the two tribes of Juda and 
Benjamin obey*d his ſon Reboboam, the other 
ten tribes took Feroboam for their King who 
was of the tribe of Ephraim. To make a WW": 
greater difference between his own ſubjects WW 
and thoſe of the King of Juda, and to hinder Wc 
their 


3 An hiſtorical Catechiſm. 21 
their going up to Feruſalem, Ferobogm made 
Ja new religion and ſet up golden calves, and 
order'd the people to worſhip them in his own 
kingdom. So there was a ſchiſm, that is to 
gay, a diviſion which made a rent in the 
church of God. The true church continued 
at FJeruſalem, and the ſchiſmatical was ſet up 


id i at Sichem, but afterwards at Samaria, whic 
s. vas the capital city of the kingdom of 1/-ael, 
d and of the tribe of Ephraim. | 


Q. Who ſucceeded David? A. His fon 
Colomon. Q How did he reign? A. In, 
proſperity and pleaſure. Q. Did he enjoy 
nothing better? A. Yes, wiſdom. Q. 
What building did he erect? A. The tem- 
ple of Feruſalem, Q. Was there any other 
emple where God was honourd? A. No, 


he there was, only one temple and one altar. 
n. Q. Why ſo? A. To ſhew that there is but 
it one God and one religion. Q. Was Solomon 
od iſe to the laſt? A. No, he was corrupted 
e- by the love of women. Q. What happen'd 


after his death? A. The kingdom was di- 
ided. Q. What was there left to the ſon of 
olomon. A. Two tribes, Juda and Benja- 
in. Q. Who was King of the other ten? 

Jeroboam. Q. What did he do to 
ſtrengthen his kingdom? A. He made a 
ſchiſm. Q. What is a ſchiſm? A. A di- 
ſion in the church. Q. Where did the 
rue church continue? A. At Feruſalem. 
Which was the capital city of the king- 
dom of 1/ae! and of the falſe church, A. Sa- 
maria. The. 
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The ELEVENTH LESSON. 


Of the Prophets. 


| LL the Kings of Jae! were wicked. 
men and given to idolatry, and many of 

the Kings of Juda were no better: Where- 
fore God ſent ſeveral Prophets to both of them 
to call them back to his ſervice. They are 
called Prophets whom God has filled with his 
ſpirit, and to whom he has diſcovered hid- 
den things; and this ſpirit of God, who ſpake 
by the Prophets is the Holy Ghoſt the Lord 
and giver of life. In this ſenſe Moſes, Sa- 
muel, David and Solomon were Prophets: 
But this name was particularly given to thoſe | 
Vo led a retired and auſtere life, like Monks, 
of whom there was a great number during 
the diviſion of the kingdoms. Such a one 
was Elias, who ſtop'd the rain for three years 
and an half, and wrought many other ſur- 
prizing miracles: At laſt he was taken up 
into Heaven and is ſtill alive there. There 
are other Prophets whoſe writings we have, 
as Jaiab and Jeremiah, They foretold that 
Samaria and Feruſalem ſhould be deſtroy'd, 
and that 7ery/alem ſhould be built again, 
Wich theſe prophecies they mixed ſeveral re- 
lating to the Meſſiah, in which were ſet down 
the particulars of his birth, life, ſufferings, 
death, and his everlaſting kingdom. They 
faid, that God would make a new covenant 
with his people, more perfect than the old 
#424 One, 
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1 he, and that he would call to his ſervice all 
e nations of the world, and make them re- 


8 


Punce their idols. 
X Q. Who were the Prophets? A. Men 
2Wled with the ſpirit of God. Q. What was 
is ſpirit? A. The Holy Ghoſt, the Lord 
Id giver of life. Q. Why are they called 
Frophets? A. Becauſe they foretold what 
Fas to come to paſs. Q. When did moſt 
chem live? A. After the diviſion of 
We two kingdoms. Q. Who is the moſt 
mous of that age? A. Elias. Q. How 
dhe die? A. He did not die at all. Q. 
Fhat became of him then? A. He was 
en up alive into Heaven. Q. Which are 
e Prophets whoſe writings we have? A. 
aiah, Jeremiah, and ſeveral others? Q. 
hat did they foretel? A. The utter ruin 
che kingdom of Samaria. Q. And what 
dout Jeruſalem? A. They foretold that 
ſhould be deſtroy'd and rebuilt again. Q. 
id they ſpeak of the Meſſiah? Yes, they 
retold all that was to happen to him, Q. 
id they ſpeak of a new covenant? A. Yes, 
it ey ſaid it would be more perfect than the 


r 


I, None. Q. What did they ſay about the 
Y Willing of the Gentiles ? A. That all nations 
-- Would forſake their idols to adore the true 


od. 


©, The 
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The TWELTH LESSON. 


Of the captivity of Babylon. 


HE Kings of I/rae! and Juda were 

no better for the reproaches and warn- 
ings of the Prophets. On the contrary they 
perſecuted them, and put moſt of them to 
cruel deaths. God bore their wickedneſs with 
a wonderful patience, and waited for their re- 
pentance a great while, but at Jaſt he put 
what he had threatned in execution. The 
kingdom of Samaria was deſtroy'd, and the 
ten tribes were ſcatter'd in foreign countries, 
from which they never return'd home. Then 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon overthrew 
Feruſalem, burn'd the temple, and led the 
people into captivity. Babylon was at that 
time the moſt conſiderable city in the world, 
but full of idolatry, ſuperſtition, debauchery 
and all forts of vices. Yet the Jes did not 
fail to'obſerve the law of Moſes and maintain 
their religion in this wicked place. Nay there 
were ſome great Saints among them even in 
this very time: Beſides others the Prophet 
Daniel, who led a very pious life in the 
midſt of a court and the greateſt poſts under 
the government, and to whom God was il 
plealed to reveal great myſteries. - Three 
young men, who had been educated with 
Daniel, refuſed to worſhip a golden ſtatue 
that Nebuchadnezzar had ſet up, for * 
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he order'd them to be thrown into a burning 
fiery furnace, where God preſerved them ſo 
that they received no harm at all. Upon 
which the King gave glory to God, who be- 
25 N to make his Power known amongſt 
in 
Q. Did God oaks hafte to puniſh the fins 
of the 1/razlites ? A. No, he waited a long 
while for their repentance. What be- 
came of the kingdom of Samaria ? A. It 
was deftroy*d, and the ten tribes diſperſed. 
85 Who Greg d Feruſalem? A. Nebu- 
chadnezzar King of Babylon. Q: What did 
he do with the Jews? A. led them 
into captivity. What became of the true 
religion? A. The eus kept it op in their cap- 
ak '.Q What was the Babyloni/> reli- 
A. Idolatry and ſup 
Ta en Band A. A great Saint and a 
great Prophet, Q. What did his three com- 
Panions 905 A. They refuſed to worſhip 
the idol of the King of Babylon. Q. What 
did the King do to them? A. He made 
them be caſt into a burning furnace. Q. 
What happen'd to them then? A. God pre- 
ſerved them by a miracle, - 


'The THIRTEENTH LE $$ON.. 


of: the Condition the Jews were in Ger 

the Captivity. * 
ro was taken by Cyru 1s King 
of Pena, who ſet 8 le 


ition 4 
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and gave them leave to go back into their own 
country, and build again the temple and city ? 
of Feruſalem, Alexander the great came af- 
terwards and conquered the greateſt part of 
the then known world; and made it ſubject 
to the Grecian empire. The 7ews finding 
themſelves mixed with Inſidels were the more 
careful to preſerve their religion pure from 
idolatry, which they were never more guilty 
of after the captivity. The Knowledge of 
the true God got footing by little and little 
in the midſt of Paganiſm. But yet there were 
ſome Kings that perſecuted the Jets to make 
them renounce their holy law, and adore? 
idols. Amntiochus the famous King of Syria 
took Jeruſalem, profaned the temple, and} 
put a ſtop to offering the ſacrifices. Many 
ews ſuffered death and even cruel torments 
with great conſtancy of mind: But Juda. 
Maccabeus and his brethren took up arms in 
_ defenſe of their liberty and laws, and God! 
proſper'd their undertaking ſo far, that they 
deliver'd the people from the yoke of their! 
enemies. The Government continued in thi 
family of the Maccabees, and there were ſome 
Kings of it. But they were ſoon deſtroy'd by 
the Romans who had made themſelves maſters 
of the world. All this had been foretold by 
the Prophets. | 
Q. Who was it that deliver'd the Ferwws 
from the Babyloniſþ captivity? A. It was 
Cyrus King of Perſia. Q. Of what uſe was 
the Fews being mingled with other —_ : 
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A. To make the true God known amongſt 
infidels. Q. Did the Jews fall any more 
into idolatry after the captivity? A. No, 
they fell into it no more. Q. Who was the 
firſt that perſecuted them for their religion ? 
A. Antiechus King of Syria, a Greek by nati- 
on. D527 whom did the empire of the Greeks 
begin? A. By Alexander the great. Q 
Who were they that oppoſed Ant iochus 
A. Judas Mattabeus his brethren. 
What did they do? A. They ſet the peo- 

le at liberty. Q. Who govern'd the 7ews 
ince this time? A. This family of the Mac- 
cabees. Q. Whodeſtroy'd them? A. The 
Romans. 


The FOURTEENTH LESSON. 
Of the ſpiritual and carnal Jews. 


EROD, one of the wickedeſt men 
that ever lived, uſurped the kingdom 
of Fudea by the favour of the Roman Em- 
perors. In his time the Jets ſaw plainly that 
Chriſt was near appearing according to all 
the prophecies. But ſome of the Jes were 
ſpiritual and ſome carnal. The carnal Zerws 
gave their minds to nothing but what related 
to their ſenſes: They ſerved. God for no 
other end but that they might have plenty of 
corn and wine, large droves of cattle, and 


abundance of gold and ſilver, that they and 


their families might live grand. They fear'd 
OL * God 
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God only that he might not afflict them with 
poverty, ſickneſs and death. The ſpiritual 
Fews' and true Jfazlites ſerved God out of 
choice and becauſe they loved him; they 
were prevaiPd upon to honour and love him 
by conſidering his power, wiſdom and infi- 
nite goodneſs, They eſteem'd themſelves as 
travellers and pilgrims in this life, and hoped 
for another after it. Both forts of Fewws ex- 
pected the kingdom of the Meſſias, but in 
a different manner. The carnal Jes under- 
ſtood literally all that the Prophets had faid 
in parables and figures. So they had got it 
into their heads that he ſhould have a king- 
dom upon earth, that he was to be a greater 
warrior than David, and richer than Solo- 

mon, and that the Jeu under his reign 
would live in glory and pleaſure, and be ſu- 


* 
. 

* 
1 
4 
* 


rior to all the world beſides. The ſpiritua! 


ews knew-that there is a happineſs more 
valuable than any thing upon earth ; So they 
did not expect to be happy till after the re- 
ſurrection, and what they chiefly looked for 
in a Meſſias was his aſſiſtance, without which 
we cannot know and love God. 
Q. Who was the King of the Jews under 
the Roman Emperors? A. It was Herod. 
Q. When was the time of Chriſt's comin 


fulfiPld? A. Under the reign of Herod. 
Q. Who were the carnal Jes? A. Thoſe 
who ſerved God only for intereſt, Q. What 
notion had they of Chriſt's kingdom? A. 
They unagined that he was to reign upon 
4 earth: 
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earth : That he would bring all other nations 
in ſubjection to the Fews : That he would 
live in riches, honour, and pleaſure. * 
Who were the ſpiritual Fews* A. Tho 
who ſerved God out of love. Q. In what 
did they pur their truſt? A. In the other 
life, after the reſurrection. Q. What did 
they expect from the Meſſiah ? A. The aſ- 
ſiſtance neceſſary to make them know and 
love God. | | 


The FIFTEENTH LESSON. 
Of the birth of Jeſus Chriſt, 


| HEN Herod was King of Judea, 

and Auguſius Cæſar Emperor of 
Rome, there lived at Nazareth, a little town 
of Galilee in the Holy Land, a young woman 
of extraordinary holinefs named Mary, who 
was reſolved to continue a virgin, though 
The had been promiſed in marriage to a good 
man whoſe name was Jeſepb, of the fame fa- 
mily with her, that is of the tribe of Juda 
and the houſe of David. God ſent the holy 
Angel Gabriel to her to tell her ſhe was de- 
ſign'd to be the mother of Cbriſt, to which 
ſhe gave her confent when the Angel had al- 
fured her ſhe ſhould continue a virgin, and 


yet be a mother by the operation of the Holy 


Ghoſt. Then the Son of God, the Word, 
who was in the beginning with God, and 
was God like the Father, was made fleſh ; 
| C 3 that 
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Pon 
the AngePs aſſuring her that ſhe ſhould con- 
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that is, became man like us, taking really a 
body and ſoul in the womb of the bleſſed 
virgin, Joſeph and Mary were obliged to 
go to Bethlehem a city of Judea and lodge in 
a ſtable, and it was there that the Holy In- 
fant was born who was circumciſed after 
eight days, and named Jeſus, which ſigni- 
fies a Saviour. Some time after wiſe men, 
who were call'd Magi, came out of the eaſt 
country to worſhip this child, and made 
him an offering of gold, frankincenſe 
and myrrh. Becauſe they had ſaid they 
came to worſhip the King of the Jews, He- 
rod was alarm'd at it, and put to death all the 
infants in and about Betblebem. But the holy 
Joſepb carried Jeſus and his mother into E- 
gypt, and there they ſtay'd till the death of 
Herod, and then came back to Nazareth, 
where Jeſus lived privately till he was about 
thirty years old, being ſubject to his mother 
and Foſeph, who was his ſuppoſed father, and 
wrought with him at his trade, which was 


that of a carpenter. 


Q. Who was the mother of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt? A. The A1 Virgin Mary. 
Q. Of what tribe was ſhe? A. Of Juda. 
Q. Of what family? A. Of David's. 2 
0 


Who was her ſpouſe? A. Saint Jo/ep 
the fame family. Q. Who told her that ſhe 
ſhould be the mother of Chriſt? | A. The 


Angel Gabriel, whom God ſent on purpoſe. 
Q. How did ſhe conſent to it? A. 


tinue 
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tinue a virgin. Q. What then happen'd 
Fin her? A, The Word was made fleſh, 
Q, What is the word? A. The ſon of 
God. Q. What do you mean by being 
made fleſh ? A. It is being made man like 
zus. Q. Where was our Saviour born? A, 
At Bethlehem in a ſtable, Q. What is the 
meaning of the name Jeſus? A. It means 
Za Saviour. Who were the firſt Gentiles 
that worſhip'd dim? A. The wiſe men that 
came out of the eaſt. Q. What did Herod 
do then? A. He kill'd all the infants about 
Beiblebem. Q. How did Jeſus eſcape? A. 
Saint Joſeph carried him into Egypt. 
Ho did he ſpend the greateſt part of his 
: life? A. He lived in ſubjection to the vir- 
gin his mother and Saint 5. Q. Was 
aint 7oſeph his father? A. No, but he 
was ſuppoſed to be ſo. Q. What trade was 
be of? A. A carpenter. ' 


LS — —__ — wr 


| | The 81x TEENTH LESSON, 
Of Saint John the Baptiſt, 


| ya ST Y years _ the birth of Je- 
| us there a rd a t Prophet, 
l Jobn the ſon of Zacharias the Prieſt, and of 
ö Elizabeth couſin to the Virgin Mary. He 
i lived in the wilderneſs a more auſtere life 
| than the ancient Prophets, and exhorted all 
| the world to repentance, becauſe, ſaid he, 
| the kingdom 2 is at hand; hte 
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remiſſion of their ſins, as the Jews uſed to 


Q. What did he do to thoſe who were con- 
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that took his advice, he baptized in the 
river Fordan, that is, he made them plunge dic 
into the water and waſh themſelves for the 


waſh for purifying themſelves according to 
the law. And from this cuſtom Saint 
John was call'd the Baptiſt, The Fews | 
would have own'd him for the Meſſiah, but 
he told them plainly they were miſtaken in 

him, and that he was only his forerunner, Þ 
that is to ſay, a man ſent before to. prepare Min 
the way for him according to the old pro- 
phecies. Jeſus came like other people. to be 

baptized by Saint Jobn, and ſo ſanctified 


the waters, giving them the virtue of remit- 


ing fins in the ſacrament of baptiſm. Saint 
John bore witneſs that he had ſeen the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcend upon Jeſus in the ſhape of a 
dove. He faid : Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the ſins of the world: 
The law was given by Moſes, but grace and 
truth is come by Jefus Chriſt. 

Q. Whoſe ſon was, Saint John Baptiſt ? 
A. The ſon of Zacharias and holy Nlizabelh, 
the couſin of the holy Holy Virgin. Q. 
Where did he live? A. In the wilderfi 
Where he led a very auſtere life. Q. Have 
the Prophets ſpoke of him? A. They have 
3 at him as the forerunner of the Meſ- 
ſias. Q. What do you mean by forerunner ? 
A. He that goes before another. Q. What 
did Saint John preach? A. Repentance. 


yerted ? 
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Fverted? A. He baptized them. Q. How 
did he baptize them? A. By making them 
FHathe in Jordan. Q. Did he baptize Jeſus 
too? A. Yes, he would be baptized to 
anctify the water of baptiſm, Q. What 
FHppen'd at his baptiſm? A. The holy 
Ghoſt deſcended upon him viſibly in the 
hape of a dove? Q. What teſtimony did 
Paint Jobn bear of Feſus Chriſt? A. That 
he was the Lamb of God who took away the 
Mins of the world. 


The SEVENTEENTH LES SON. 
Of the calling of the Apoſtles. 


A S ſoon as Jeſus was baptized the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt led him into the wilderneſs, 
here he faſted forty days, and permitted the 
evil to tempt him in ſeveral different ways. 
e came back into Galiles and lived near the 
ake of Genezareth, There he calPd four 
iſhermen to follow him, Andrew and Simon 
is brother, and two other brothers James 


... re f Ov see 


> nd Jobn the ſons of Zebedee. Afterwards 
e call'd others, particularly a publican or 
© {Wrgatherer, whoſe name was Matthers. 
. hey left all to follow him as ſoon as ever he 


all'd them. He had ſoon a great number 
Diſciples, that is, people that a ttended to 
ar him and inform themſelves diligently of 
s doctrine. Out of them he choſe twelve, 
hom he named Apoſtles, which fignifies 
C5  "*— 
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his brother Judas who was alfo called Thadde- 
us, Simon the Canaanite and Judas Iſcariot who | 


and upon this rock will I build my church, 


bim. QO. In what manner did he call his 


— 
— x 
. 


— 


perſons ſent; becauſe he ſent them to preach 
his doctrine. The firſt was Simon Peter, 
then Andrew his brother, James and Fobn © 
the ſons of Zebedee : Philip, Bartholomew, 
Matthew, Thomas, James the ſon of Alpheus, © 


betray*d Jeſus. He gave Simon the ſirname 
of Peter, and ſaid unto him, thou art Peter, 


and to thee will I give the keys of the king - 
dom of heaven. a ; 

Q. Where went Jeſus after his baptiſm ?! 
A. Into the deſert. Q. What did he there? 
A. He faſted there forty days. Q. What 
d1d he ſuffer there? A. The devil to tempt! 


diſciples? A. He bid them follow him, 
and immediately they left all. Q. What 
do you mean by diſciples? A. Such as heat 
a maſter and apply themſelves to his doctrine. 
Q. What do you mean by the name Apo- 
ſtles? A. Perſons ſent. Q. How many 
of them did Jeſus chooſe? A. Twelve. O 
Say their names. A. Saint Peter and Saint 
Andrew his brother, Saint James and Saint 
John the ſons of Zebedee, Saint Philip, Sain 
Bartholomew, Saint Matthew, Saint Thomas, 
Saint James and Saint Jude ſons of Alphens, 
Saint Simon, Judas Iſcariot the traitor. Q 
Why 1s Saint Peter named the firſt? A. 
Becauſe he firſt confeſſed the faith, which ! 
the rock upon which he built his —_— | 
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What did he ſay to him beſides? A. That. 


he would give him the keys of the kingdom 
Jof heaven. 


The E1GHTEENTH LESSON. 


Of the preaching of Feſus Chriſt. 


ESUS went thro? cities and villages 
preaching every where the Goſpel of the 


kingdom of heaven, that is to ſay, the 


good news that the time was come in which 


all men were called to the knowledge of 
God: That he was the Meſſias, or the Chriſt 
that was expected and wiſh'd for by the Pa- 
triarchs and foretold by the Prophets: The 


Son of God ſent to fave the world, and that 
thoſe who will believe in him and repent 
ſhould obtain the pardon of their ſins and af- 
ter that eternal life, To fhew that he was 
ſent from God,. he wrought a great many 
miracles, He healPd all forts of ſickneſs in 
a moment, by a ſingle word he reſtored 
ſight to the blind, ſpeech to the dumb, hear- 
ing to the deaf. He deliver'd thoſe that were 
poſſeſſed with devils and raiſed the dead to 
life again. At the ſame time his life was an 
example of all manner of virtues. He was 
humble of heart and mild; he bore patiently 
the inconveniencies of poverty and the inju- 
ries of mankind. He was very compaſſio- 
nate towards ſinners I would repent, —— 
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full of zeal againſt harden'd offenders. He 
aim'd at nothing in all he did but the glory 
of his Father, and often ſpent whole nights 
in prayers, This is the form of prayer he 
taught his Diſciples, X 
Our Father, which art in Heaven; Hal- 
jow'd be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come, 
Thy will be done in Earth, as it is in Hea- 
ven, Give us this day our daily bread, And 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 
thine is the kingdom, and the Power, and 
the Glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 
Q. What was Jeſus's employment? A. 
To preach in cities and villages. Q. What 
did he preach ? A. The Goſpel of the king- 
dom of heaven. Q. What do you mean 
by Goſpel? A. Good news. Q. What 
do you mean by the kingdom of heaven ? 
A. The enjoyment of God and eternal life, 
Q. What did Jeſus ſay of himſelf? A. That 
he was the Chriſt and the Son of God. Q. 
What did he fay was neceſſary to be done? 
A. Believe in him and repent. Q. Why 
repent? A. To obtain remiſſion of fins. Q. 
How did he ſhew that God had ſent him! 
A. By his miracles. Q. What miracles did 
he? A. He heald all Torts of diſtempers. 
Q. What did he do beſides? A. He drove 
out devils, and raiſed the dead to life again. 
Q Of what virtue has he ſhewn us an exam- 
ple? A. Of all forts, but chiefly of humi- 
| - lity, 


lity, mildneſs, patience, compaſſion, kind- 
neſs, zeal. Q. What did he aim at in all 
his actions? A. To do the will of his Fa- 
ther and glorify him. Q. Did he pray 
much? A. He often ſpent the nights in 
prayer. Q. What prayer has he taught us? 
Say it. A. Our Father, &c. 


The NINETEENTH LESSON. | 
Of the enemies of Jeſus Chriſt. 
J* SUS made himſelf admired by all the 


world, and drew after him great num- 


bers of people who follow'd him even into 
deſert places. Not only Jeus but Gentiles 
were eager to fee and hear him. The Scribes 
and Phariſees ſaw it with envy, and were of- 
fended at him for reproving, their faults ſo 
freely. The Scribes were Doctors among the 
Jeus, whoſe ignorance and infincerity our 
Saviour had expoſed. The Phariſees were 
thoſe who pretended to obſerve the law more 
ſtrictly than other people, but moſt of them 
were hypocrites, proud and covetous, whos 
deceived the people with an outward ſhew of 
ſanctity. Jeſus was no. leſs hated by the 
Prieſts and Senators who govern'd the Jets, 
becauſe he foretold that in a little while Zeru- 
ſalem and the temple would be deftroy'd. In. 
a word, none of the carnal Jes could be- 

lieve that he was the Meſſias ſeeing, him ſo- 
Poor, 
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poor, ſo humble, and ſo meek. His doctrine 
was what they had an averſion to, becauſe he 
preach'd up the contempt of riches, pleaſures, 
and all the good things of this life, and ſaid 
that he that would follow him muſt take up 
his croſs and renounce all and himſelf too. 
The enemies of Jeſus often inſulted him, 
took up ſtones to throw at him, and at laſt 
reſolved to be the death of him. They pre- 
vail'd upon one of his Diſciples Judas Iſca- 
riot, to promiſe that he would betray his 
maſter unto them, if they would give him 
thirty pieces of ſilver, about three pounds ten 
ſhillings. 

Q. Was Jeſus much follow'd? A. They 
came in crowds from all ſides to fee him and 
hear him, Q Had he any enemies? A. 
Yes, the carnal ewa. Q. Why did they 
hate him? A. Becauſe he preach'd up hu- 
mility and poverty. Q. Who were his 
greateſt enemies? A. The Scribes and Pha- 
riſees, the Prieſts and Rulers of the people. 
Q. Who were the Scribes? A. The Doc- 
tors of the law. Q. Who were the Phari- 
fees? A. Thoſe who profeſſed to obſerve 
the law better than other people. Q. Did 
not they lead good lives? A. No, moſt 
of them were no better than hypocrites. Q. 
How far did Jeſus's enemies carry their 
hatred ? A. Even to refolve his death. 
Who was it that promiſed to deliver him un- 
to them? A. Judas Iſcariot, one of the 
twelve Apoſtles. Q. For how much ? A. For 


thirty pieces of lf. de 
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The TWENTIETH LESSON. 


Of our Saviour's Paſſion. 


T was at the time of the paſſover that the 
enemies of Jeſus reſolved to take him and 
put him to death. At evening, which was 
on a Thurſday, he went to ſup with his Dif- 
ciples. As they were eating he took bread, 
bleſſed it, brake it and gave it to them, ſay- 
ing, Take and eat, this is my body which 
ſhall be given for you : Then he took wine 
in a Cup, bleſſed it and gave it to them, ſay- 
ing, Drink ye all of it, this is my blood, 
the blood of the new covenant, which ſhall 
be poured out for you: Do this in remem- 
brance of me. Afterwards he went out with 
them, and went to the mount of Olives, into 
a garden where he uſed to pray : There he 
beſeeched his Father to hinder his ſufferings 
from falling upon him, adding however, 
Thy will be done. In the mean time Judas 
brought a great company of armed men who 
took him and led him to Caiaphas the High 
Prieſt, where he was condemn'd to death 
upon falſe teſtimonies. All the Diſciples of 
Jeſus forſook him, and Peter himſelf denied 
him three times as Jeſus had foretold. From 
the houſe of Caiaphas they led him to 
Pontius Pilate, who was the Roman Gover- 
nor of Judea. Pilate finding Jeſus innocent 
ſought ſeveral ways to ſet him at liberty, At- 
=D e = 
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ter he had been whip'd there he was crown'd 
with thorns by the ſoldiers in deriſion, be- 
cauſe he had calPd himfelf King of the 
„ | Y 
Q. At what time did Jeſus die? A. At 
the time of the paſſover. Q. What did he 
do at the laſt ſupper with his Apoſtles? A. 
He gave them his body and blood. Q, How 
did he give them his body ? A. He took 
bread, blefſed it and gave it them, fi ying, 
This is my body. Q. How did he give them 
his blood? A. he took the cup with wine 
and faid unto them, This is my blood, the 
blood of the new covenant, What did 
Jeſus do after fupper? A. He went and 
ayed to God in the garden of Oliven. Q. 
hat did Judas do then? A. He brought 
armed men to take Jeſus. Q. Where did 
they carry him to? A. Caiaphas the High 
Prieſt's houſe. Q. What became of the A- 
poſtles? A. They all fled, Q. What did 
Saint hg do? A. He denied Jeſus three 
times. Q. Where did they lead Jefas from 
the High Prieſt's? A. To Pilates houſe. 
2. What did they do with him there? A. 
tho was ſcourged there and crown'd with. 
thorns. 
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The TWENTY FIRST LESS ON, | 
* Of the death of Jeſus Chriſt. 


YILATE at laſt condemn'd Jefus, tho? 
| againſt his inclination, and order'd him 
o be led loaded with his croſs into a place 
alled Golgotha or Calvary, There he was 
rucified between two thieves. The croſs 
vas the moſt infamous puniſhment that was 
ſed at that time: No body was put to it 
dut ſlaves and ſuch wretches, and they never 
but for the greateft crimes. Jefus continued 
pon the croſs till all the prophecies were ful- 
Pd. At his death theſun was darkned, the 
arth ſhook, the graves were open'd, the 
dead roſe again. It was on a Friday, the 
day of the paſſover, when they ſacrificed a 
lamb which was the figure of Jefus Chriſt. 
So his death was the true ſacrifice, of which 
all others had been only the nce. 
his death fully ſatisſied the juſtice of God 
or the ſins of all men. The innocent Jeſus 
paid for thoſe that were guilty: He redeem- 
d them by his blood from the ſlavery of 
he devil, and open'd to them by his death a 
ay to everlaſting lite. Aten ein 2uail 

Q. How did Jeſus Chriſt die? A. He 
vas faſten'd to a croſs between two thieves. 
Q. What ſort of a puniſhment was the croſs? 
. The moſt infamous that was then in uſe. 
What happen'd at his death? A. * 

un 
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forty days, gave them many inſtructions, 
and commanded them to go preach the 14 
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ſun was darken'd, the earth ſhook, the dead 
were raiſed up. A Why did Jeſus Chriſt 
die while the paſchal lamb was facri ficing ? 
A. Becauſe this lamb was a type of him. Q. 
How was his death a ſacrifice? A. Becauſe 
it ſatisfied the divine juſtice for the fins of all 
men. Q. Of what uſe then were the other 
ſacrifices? A. Only to be types or figures 
of our Saviour's. Q. Why do we ſay that 
Chriſt has redeem'd us by his blood? A. 
Becauſe he has deliver'd us from the ſlavery 


of the devil. Q. Why do we ſay that he 
has deſtroy'd death? A. Becauſe he has o- 


pened to us the gate of everlaſting lite, 


The TWENTY SECOND LESSON, 
Of the Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. 


HE N Jeſus was dead his body was 
embalm'd and laid inthe grave, which 
his enemies ſet a watch upon knowing that 
he had promiſed to riſe again. But the third 


day, which was the firſt day of the week or 


the Lord's day, Jeſus came out of his grave 
alive and in glory, while the watch were like 
dead men. His Apoſtles could hardly be- 
lieve his reſurrection, and were not ſatisfied 
of it, till they had ſeen Jeſus with their eyes, 
touch'd him with their hands, and eaten with 
him. He appear'd to them ſeveral times for 
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el to all nations and baptize them in the 
jame of the Father and of the Son and of the 
oly Ghoſt. He gave them alſo power to 
orgive ſins, and promiſed them to be with 
hem to the end of the world, Neverthelefs 
e aſcended up into heaven in their ſight, 
and remains there ſeated at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty, exalted above all 
reatures : But never gives over offering to 
God his merits on our behalf, and aſſiſting 
his church till he come down from heaven 
once more to judge the living and the dead. 
Qi. After Jeſus was dead what did they 
do with his body? A. They laid it in the 
grave. Q. What did his enemies do? A. 
They ſet a watch over it, Q. What day did 
our Saviour riſe again? A. The third day 
after his death which was the Lord's day. 
Q. Did the Apoſtles make no difficulty of 
ieving the reſurrection? A. They did not 
believe it till after they had ſeen and touch'd 
him, Q. How long did he appear unto 
them? A. Forty days. Q. What did he 
command them? A, To go preach and 
baptize throughout all the world. Q. What 
has he taught us by ordaining baptiſm? A. 
That God is Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Q. What power did he give his Apoltles ? 
A. To remit fins. Q. In what manner did 
he leave them? A. He went up to heaven 
in their fight, Q. In what ſtate is he ſince 
that day? A. He is above all creatures, 
ſeated at the right hand of God. Q. = 
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did not he promiſe his Apoſtles to be with 
them to the end of the world? A. And he 
is as good as his word, for he always aſſiſts 
his church. Q. How does he aſſiſt it? A., 
By offering to God his merits for our ſalva-· I threc 
tion, Q. Will he never come more upon { 
earth? A. He will come again to judge the and 
living and the dead at the laſt day. thet 


The TWENTY THIRD LESSON. 


Of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon the| 
Apoſtles. 
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HE fiftieth day after the paſſover the wh 
Fews made a great feaſt call'd Pente- An 
colt, in memory of the law's being given Wil 
them on that day. This fame day, which | 
was the fiftieth after the reſurrection of Jeſus A. 
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_ Chniſt, as all the diſciples were in the ſame 
place, all of a fadden there came from hea- 
ven a great noiſe like that of a ruſhing wind, 
which fill'd the whole houſe, and there ap- 
pear'd unto them fiery tongues which ſat upon 
each of them. Then were they all filFd with 
the holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak in diverſe 
languages, which was a ſign that they were 
to preach the Goſpel to all nations. The 
Jews were extremely ſurpriſed at it, and St. 
Peter, 1n the name of the Apoſtles, gave them 
the reaſon of this miracle; and explain'd to 
them the prophecies told them that Jeſus whom 
| they 
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hey had crucified was riſen again, and had 
hel ent the Holy Ghoſt according to his pro- 
©; (ſez that he was both Lord and Chriſt, 
and that one could be faved by no other 
name but his, and repentance, There were 
on three thouſand people converted by theſe rea- 
he. ſons, who were baptized. The Apoſtles 
and others who received the Holy Ghoſt found 
themſelves quite changed. They were en- 
lighten'd to underſtand the Scriptures, they 
found out that all men were ſinners and have 
need of the grace of God, which is only ob- 
tain'd by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and that his 
kingdom is not of this world, At the ſame 
time they were inflamed by the love of God, 
which made them delight in doing his will, 
and gave them an invincible boldnels to bear 
witneſs to the truth. | 
Q What was Pentecoſt among the Zews ? 
A. The feaſt of the day on which the law 
was given. Q. What happen'd to the A- 
poſtles that day? A. They were filPd with 
the Holy Ghoſt, Q. What effect had it 
upon them? A. They were enlighten'd 
and underſtood the Scriptures. Q. What 
did they feel beſides? A. A great love of 
God. Q. What did they do as ſoon as they 
received the Holy Ghoſt? A. They ſpoke 
divers tongues. Q. What was the mean» 
ing of this miracle? A. That they ſhould 
| | preach the Goſpel to all nations. Q. What 
did Saint Peter ſay then? A. He declared 
beforeall the people that Jeſus was the Chriſt, 
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and that he had ſent the Holy Ghoſt. Q, 
How many did he convert by this firſt dif. 


courſe? A. Three thouſand. Q. Why 
was the Holy Ghoſt ſent upon the day o 


Pentecoſt ? A. That the new law might by 


publiſhed the fame day the old one was. 


The TWENTY FOURTH LE $SON, 
Of the calling of the Genyiles, 


HERE were a great many Jews con- 


verted, but more who rejected the A- 
poſtles doctrine and even perſecuted them 
cruelly. They put to death St. Stephen, one 
of the ſeven Deacons whom the Apoſtles had 
ordain'd for the ſervice of the church. He 
was the firſt martyr, that is, the firſt who 
ſuffer'd death for bearing witneſs to the doc- 
trine of Jeſus Chriſt, At that time the 
ſchiſmatical Samaritans received the word of 
God; many of them were converted and 
baptized : And the Apoſtles came and laid 
their hands on them that they might receive 
the Holy Ghoſt: And ſo gave them con- 
firmation. The Gentiles began a little after 
to come into the church. The firſt was a 
Roman Captain named Cornelius, who al- 
ready own'd the true God, prayed to him 
without ceaſing and gave much alms. God 
order'd him by an Angel to ſend for St. Pe- 
ter, who was alſo warn'd from heaven to 
make no ſcruple of going to him : And when 
4 he 
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he was come and began to ſpeak, Cornelius 


and all that were aſſembled with him re- 


ceived the Holy Ghoſt and the gift of tongues, 
St. Peter made them be baptized immedi- 
ately, and then began to be accompliſh'd 
the myſtery of the Slin ng of the Gentiles, It 
— 4 in this, that God of his pure bounty 
has call'd the Heaibens to the faith and grace 
of Jeſus Chriſt as well as the Jets; and that 
they have taken the place of thoſe eus who 
refuſed the Goſpel. Our Saviour call'd a 
thirteenth Apoſtle after his aſcenſion, on pur- 


poſe to labour at the converſion of the Cen- 
tiles, and that was the Apoſtle St. Paul. 


Who was the firſt martyr ? A. St, Ste- 


, What witneſs did the martyrs 

hat the doctrine of the Goſpel 
is true. Q. Who were the firſt that received 
the Goſpel after the Fews* A. The Sama- 


Witneſs. 


ritans. Q. Who was the firſt Gentile that 


received the Goſpel? A. The Centurion Cor- 
nelius. Q. Tell me the ſtory of it? A. 


Cornelius was one that fear'd God, and was 
frequent in prayers and alms. 


He was 
warned by an Angel to ſend for St. Peter, 
who was bid to make no difficulty of going. 
Q. What happen'd when he was there? A. 

As he was inſtructing him and his family 
they received the Holy Ghoſt. Q. What 
did St. Peter do ? A. He cauſed them to be 
baptized without delay. Q. What myſtery 
Sen then to be known? A. The aeg 
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r mean? A. 
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of the calling of the Gentiles, Q. In what 
does it conſiſt? A. In that God called the 
Gentiles to fill up the place of the unbeliev- 
ing Jeus. Q., Why did God call them? 
A. Out of his mere goodneſs. Q. Who 
was the Apoſtle of the Gemiiles? A. St. 
Paul. Q. When did our Lord call him? 
A. After his Aſcenſion, 


The Twenty FIFTH LESSON, 
Of the foundation of Churches, 


T HE Apoſtles were diſperſed through. 
out all Go world to teach all nations, 
according to the command which they had 
received of Chriſt. But before they parted 
from one another they compoſed a Creed or 
Symbol that is a mark to diſtinguiſh true 
Chriſtians by. It is a ſummary of all the 
Chriftian Doctrine in theſe words, 

1 believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Maker of Heaven and Earth: 
And in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son. our 
Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered 


under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, 


and buried, He deſcended into Hell; The 


third day he roſe again from the dead, He 


aſcended into Heaven, and fitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty 5 
Fror thence he ſhall on to o Judge ee 
and che dead. 1 


23 
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1 believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; The holy 


Catholick Church; The Communion of 


Saints; The forgiveneſs of fins ; The reſur- 
rection of the body, And the life everlaſting, 
Amen, 

The Apoſtles, when they had founded 
Churches, eſtabliſfd in every city a Biſhop 
with Prieſts and Deacons to govern the faith- 
ful People. St. Peter and St. Paul came to 
Rome, which was the capital city of the em- 

ire, by which means it became an Apoſto- 
lical See. They both ſufferd Martyrdom 
there under the Emperor Nero. 

Q. What did the Apoſtles do before they were 
ſcatter'd abroad thro' the whole world? A. 
Compoſed a Symbol or Creed. Q. What is a 
Symbol? A. A mark to know the true be- 
lievers. W Say the Belief, A. I believe, 
&c. Q. What d 
new churches? A. They eſtabliſh'd a Bi- 
ſhop, Prieſts and Deacons in every city. Q. 
Who founded the See of Rome? A. St. Pe- 
ter and St. Paul. 


The TWENTY SIXTH LESSON. | 
Of Tradition and the holy Scriptures. 


ESUS Chriſt taught only by word of 
mouth, without committing any thing to 
writing, The Apoſtles did the fame at the 
firſt, and ſeveral of them left no writings at all. 


But they always great care to inſtruẽt 


their 


id the Apoſtles do to found 
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their Diſciples, and render them capable of 
inſtructing others. Thus their doctrine was de- 
hver'd to the firſt Biſhops, and from them to 


their ſucceſſors and other Prieſts, till it came 
to thoſe who teach at this time. But this tra- 


ditionary method being not ſo certain, it 
pleaſed the Holy Ghoſt to inſpire the ſa- 
cred Penmen to ſet down in writing all points 
neceſſary to our ſalvation. Theſe books col- 
lected together are properly ſpeaking the 


word of God, and are called the books of the 


Old and New Teſtament, or the Bible. The 
Old Teſtament contains the writings of Mo- 


fes and of the Prophets, the New thoſe of 


the Apoſtles and Evangeliſts. Our Faith 
obliges us to believe all that theſe books con- 
tain, becauſe they were wrote by the inſpira- 
tion of God ; and tho? they contain all things 
neceſſary to ſalvation, yet the ancient and 
univerſal tradition, which is to be found in 


the writings of the Fathers and the deciſions of 


the firſt four general councils, may be juſtly 
eſteemed the beſt interpreter of them. 
Q. How did Jeſus and his Apoſtles 
teach? A. At firſt by word of mouth, af- 
terwards his Diſciples wrote down the Chri- 
ſtian Doctrine. Q. What is the word of 
God? A. The holy Scripture. Q. What 
is Scripture? A. The Bible, which contains 
the-books of the Old and New Teſtament. 
Q. Who wrote the books of the Old Teſta- 
ment? A. Moſes and the Prophets. Q. 
And who thoſe of the new? A. The Apo- 
JE 750 | _ titles 
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ſtles and Evangeliſts. Q. Why are we 
obliged to believe the Scripture? A. Becauſe 
it was dictated by God. Q. What is the 
beſt interpreter of Scripture? A. Ancient 
and univerſal tradition, Q. Where is it to 


be found? A. In the primitive Fathers and 


four firſt general Councils, 
The TWENTY SEVENTH LESSON, 
Of the deftrufion of Jeruſalem. 


HE city of Jeruſalem and common- 
wealth of the Jews ſubſiſted ſtill ſome 
time after the preaching of the Goſpel, till 
the new church of the Gentiles was formed, 
for that of the ancient 1/raelites was to be the 
ſtock and fe of it. At laſt the time came 


when Jeruſalem was to be deſtroy*d accord- 
ing to our Saviour's prophecy. The Fews 
rebell'd againſt the Romans, upon which fol- 
low'd a moſt bloody war. Feruſalem was be- 
fieged, and the famine was ſo great in it that 
ſome mothers eat their own children, In 
this ſiege alone there periſh'd eleven hundred 
thouſand people. The city was taken and 
ruined by Titus ſon of the Emperor Veſpa- 


ſian, and the temple was burnt, Thus God 


puniſhed this wicked city, where the blood of 
ſo many Prophets had been ſpilt, and eſpect- 
ally that of Jeſus Chriſt the King and Saviour 
of it. The Jes, who would not own him for 
their Deliverer, became ſlaves to the Romans, 
. © | IP wer 
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were driven out-of their country, and reduced 
to that miſerable candition in which they have 
now been theſe ſeventeen hundred years. The 
ceremonies of the old Law were then entirely 
aboliſh'd, for till that time even Chriſtians 
were at liberty to practiſe them. 

Q. Why did Feruſalem continue ſome time 
after the publication of the Goſpel? A. That 


the Church of the Gentiles might be built upon 


the foundation of the Fewi/h., Q. By whom 
was 7eruſalem deſtroy'd? A. By Tius, the 
Emperor Veſpaſian's fon. Q. Did a vaſt 
many people die there? A, Eleven hundred 
thouſand fouls. Was the famine great? A. 
There were inſtances of women that eat their 
children. Q. Why was this city ſo dealt 
with? A. For having put Jeſus Chriſt to 
death. Q. What became of the Jes? A, 
They were made flaves and ſcatter'd through 
the whole world. Q. What has happen'd 
to them fince? A. They are ſtill in the 
fame condition. Q. How long have they 
been ſo? A, For ſeventeen hundred years. 


The TWENTY EIGHTH LESSON. 
Of Perſecutions. 


A LL the Apoſtles ſuffered martyrdom, 
A, and all their Diſciples, who were the 
rſt 


iſhops, gave alſo their lives for bearing 
witneſs to the Goſpel. The Church continued 


to be perſecuted for three hundred years, and 
7 I there 


e eee 


An hiſtorical Catechiſm. 53 
there was in it an innumerable 8 of 
martyrs, of both ſexes and all ages. ho? 
the Chriſtians did nothing but good to all 
the world, every body hated them, becauſe 
they deteſted idolatry and all forts of wicked- 
neſs which was very rife amongſt the Hea- 
then. The Emperors and Magiſtrates made 
it their buſineſs frequently to extirpate them. 
They baniſh'd them, took away their eſtates, 
put them in priſon and kill'd them. But they 
did not. fear death, wherefore the moſt bar- 


barous puniſhments were invented for them : 


The wooden horſe and pullies to ſtreteh theit 


limbs, iron teeth to tear off their fleſh, fire,- 
gridirons, boiling oil and melted lead. Some 


were expoſed to cruel beaſts to be devoured, 
others were flay'd alive, had their bowels ta- 
ken out, were ſawn aſunder. They cut off 
their feet and their hands, pull'd out their eyes 
and their teeth, and tore off their nails, Thoſe 
who fuffer*d conſtantly unto death were calPd 
martyrs, as St. Laurence, St. Vincent, St. 
Sebaſtian, St. Agnes, St, Apollonia, and an in- 
finite number beſides. The faithful met at 
their tombs to praile God, and to perform all 
acts of publick devotion. 

Q. How did the Apoſtles and their firſt 


Diſciples die? A. They almoſt all ſuffer'd 


martyrdom. Q. How long did the perſe- 


cutions againſt Chriſtians laſt? A. Three 


hundred years. Q. What harm did they 
do to make themſelves fo odious? A. They 
did nothing but 3 Q Why then were 


3. they 
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they hated ? Becauſe they condemn'd idolatry | 
and the vices of the Heathen. Q. What did 
they do to them? A. They confiſcated 
their goods and put them to death. Q. Were 
they ſatisfied with putting them to death? 
A. No, becauſe they deſpiſed death. : 
Tell me ſome of their puniſhments? A. | 
They were ſtretched upon wooden horſes, ) 
had their fleſh torn off with ſharp irons, 
were broiled on the fire, and had their teeth | 
pulled out. Q. What honours did the Chri- 
ſtians give to martyrs? A. They met at 
their tombs to praiſe and pray to God. 


The TWENTY NINTH LESSON, a 
Of the peace of the Church and of Monks. 


HE faſter the Chriſtians were put to 
death the more numerous they grew; 
and this tho? they never undertook to defend | 
themſelves by forceagainſt the Princes whouſed | 
them ſo inhumanly. At laſt, after three hun- 
dred Years ſufferings, God gave peace to 
his Church under the Emperor Conſtantine, 
who embraced the Chriſtian Religion. Peo- 
ple began then to ſerve God with an entire 
-freedom : bur at the ſame time the virtue of 
the common fort of Chriſtians began to a- 
bate. Several made profeſſion of ſtudy with- 
out being enough affected with a contempt of 
pleaſures and riches, and the hopes of hea- 
ven. So they who had a mind to practiſe the 
- Goſpel more faithfully, found the ſafeſt way 
Was 
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was to ſeparate themſelves from the world. 
They were called Monks, that is lonely ſo- 
litary men. The moſt perfect were in E- 
gypt, where they were founded by St. Antho- 
ny. They lived very poorly, always faſt- 
ing upon bread and water, and working con- 
tinually with their own hands: They __ 
profound ſilence, ſlept little, pray'd to 
often, and meditated upon holy Scripture. 
Did perſecution much leſſen the num- 
ber of Chriſtians? A. On the contrary, the 
more were put to death the more. were con- 
verted. Q. Why did they not defend them- 
ſelves againſt the Heathen? A. God forbid 
them to rebel againſt their Prince upon any 
pretence whatſoever. Q. Who was the farſt 
Chriſtian Emperor? A. Conſtantine. -Q. 
What change happen'd then? A. There 
was free leave to ſerve God. Q. When did 
the common ſort of Chriſtians begin to grow 
remiſs? A. About this ſame time. Q. What 
did they do who had a mind to live more 
like Chriſtians than the common ſort? A. 
They retired into ſolitude, Q. What name 
did they give them? A. Monks, that is to 
ſay, ſolitary men. Q. In what manner did 
they live? A. They faſted every day, wrought 
with their own hands, and prayed without 
ceaſing. | 


The end of the firft Part. 
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The SECOND PART, 


| Containing in ſhort the Doctrines 


of Chriſtianity. 


The FIRST LESSON. 


Of Faith, Hope, and Charity, 


RR Chriſtian Doctrine is reducible to 


four parts; the Apoſtles Creed, the 


Lord's Prayer, the ten Commandments, and 
the Sacraments. The Creed contains what we 


'to do by charity, that is, by the love of God 


ought to believe by faith : The Prayer, what 
we ought to aſk for with hope: The Com- 
mandments of God ſhew. us what we ought 


-and his grace, which is conveyed to us by 
the Sacraments. Thus all religion relates to 


- "theſe three virtues, faith, hope, and charity, 


"We cannot obtain them of ourſelves, but 
God muſt give us them of his bounty. By 
faith we believe firmly all that God has re- 


vealed to his Church: That is, to this aſſem- 


bly of faithful people, that have fubliſted 


Hom the beginning of the world to our 


- 


time : All that the Patriarchs, Prophets and 
Apoſtles, to whom God has born witneſs by 
muacles, have taught. God cannot deceive 


him- 
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himſelf nor us, wherefore we believe all that 
he has ſaid, tho* often we do not compre- 
hend it. By hope we expect with confidence 
the good things which God promiſes us, 
which are his grace in this life, and afterwards 
life eternal. By charity we love God above 
all things, and our neighbour as ourſelves, 
This is the moſt excellent of theſe three vir- 
tues, and the only one which endures for 
ever. 

Q. To how many parts is the Chriſtian 
Doctrine reducible? A. Four. Tell 
me them? A. The Apoſtles Creed, the 
Lord's Prayer, the Commandments of God, 
and the Sacraments, Q. To how many vir- 
tues does all Religion relate? A. Three. 
Q. Say them. A, Faith, hope, charity, 

Can we obtain theſe virtues of ourſelves? 
A, No, we muſt receive them from Gotl, 
Q. What does faith do? A. It makes us 
firmly believe all that God has revealed to 
his Church. Q. How do we know that God 
ever ſpoke to men? A. By his miracles, 
Q Why do we believe what he has told us ? 

* Becaaſe he cannot deceive himſelf nor us, 
Q. What does hope do? A. I makes us 
expect with confidence the good things which 
God promiſes us. What are — good 
things? A. Grace in this life, and happineſs 
in the other. Q. What is charity? A. The 
love of God and our neighbour. Q. Which 
is the greateſt of theſe three van” A. 
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The $8ECoND LESSON. 


Concerning the Trinity. 


HIS is the Creed: I believe in God 
the Father Almighty, Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth: And in Jeſus Chriſt his only 
Son our Lord : Who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead, and buried: He deſcended into Hell; 
The third day he roſe again from the dead ; 
He aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty ; 
From thence he ſhall come to judge the quick 
and the dead.-. I believe in the Holy Ghoſt ; 
The holy Catholick Church; The Commu- 
nion of Saints; The forgiveneſs of ſins ; The 
reſurrection of the body, And the life ever- 
laſting. Amen. We believe in one only 
God the Sovereign Lord of all things, who 
made every thing, preſerves every thing, 
and governs every thing: Who can do all 
that he will. He is the Father of all his crea- 
| tures, fince he has created them, and pre- 
ferves them with the kindneſs of a Father. 
But ſtrictly ſpeaking he is Father of none but 
of his only Son, who is his inward Word, 
the wiſdom which he has begot within him- 
felf before all creatures, and by which he has 
made -all things, This ſon 1s equal to the 
Father, who knows himſelf to be as perfect 

| | i as 
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as he is. The Father loves his Son, and the 
Son loves his Father, and this love of the 
Father and Son is the Holy Spirit, which 
proceeded from both, and is equal to both. 
There is then in God one Father, one Son, 
and one Holy Ghoſt: One of the three is 
not the other, and each of the three is God 
in the ſame manner as the other two; but all 
the three are only the ſame God. For there 
can be but one God, otherwiſe he would nat 
be ſupreme. | | 

Q. Say the Creed? A. I believe in God, 
&c. Q. What is God? A, He is the So- 
vereign Lord of all things. Q. Why dq 
you call him Almighty? A. Becauſe he has 
made every thing, and can do whatever he 
has a mind. Q. Why do you call him Fa- 
ther? A, Becauſe he created us all, pre- 
ſerves and governs us as his children, Q. 
Who is the true Son of God? A. It is his 
Word, his Wiſdom which he has begotten 
within himſelf. Q. Is this Son of God equal 
to the Father? A. Yes, he is as great and 
as perfect as he. Q. Does not God the Fa- 
ther love his Son? A. Yes, and the Son 
of God loves his Father. Q. What do you 
call this love of Father and Son ? A. It is the 
Holy Ghoſt, Q. From whom does he pro- 
ceed? A. He proceeds from both. Q. Is 
the. Holy Ghoſt equal to the Father and the 
Son? A, Yes, they are all three equal. Q. 
Is each of the three diſtinguiſhed from the 
other? A. Yes, one of the three is not the 
D 6 other. 
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other. Q. Is each of them God? A. Yes, 
each of the three is God. Q. Are they nor 
three Gods? A. No, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoſt are all three the ſame 


God. Q. Can we have any more than one 
God? A. No, it is impoſſible. 


The THIRD LESSON. 


Concerning the incarnation of the Word, 
and the redemption” of mankind. 


HE only Son of God is Jeſus Chriſt: 
our Lord : The meaning of which 1s, 
that the Word, who was in God at the be- 
ginning, made himſelf fleſh and dwelt a- 
mongſt us. He was God from all eternity, 
and made himſelf man in time: Without 
ecaſing to be God, but taking a body and a 
foul which he had not before, like us. The 
Word made fleſh, Jeſus Chriſt, true God 
and true man, ts {till one and the ſame Perſon. 
He was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
born of the Virgin Mary, Which ſignifies 
that his birth was a miracle; his holy mo- 
ther the? ſhe brought him into the world con- 
tinued always a virgin: And Jeſus Chriſt 
from the moment he was born was fill'd with 
the Holy Ghoſt and with Grace, incapable 
of all fin, and holy of himſelf, It is for us 
and for our ſalvation that the Son of God 
was made man. It is for us chat nig 
under 
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under Pontius Pilate, that he was crucified 
and that he died. He loved us ſo much, thar 
he would needs give his blood and his life to- 
redeem us from the ſlavery of the devil. | 
Q. Who is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt? A. 
He is the Word who was made flcſh, Q: 
What do you mean by the Word? A.- 
The Son of God. Q. What do you mean 
by being made fleſh? A. That he was 
made man. Q. Was he changed? A. No; 
he was ſtill God as before Q. Has he a 
body and ſoul as we have? A. Yes: He 
is perfect man. Q. Whoſe Son is he as man? 
A. The Virgin Mary's. Q. Whoſe Son is 
he as God? A. Only God's. Q. Are the 
Son of God and the Son of Mary two diffe- 
rent perſons? A. No: The one Jeſus 
Chriſt. Q. Why do we fay that he was con- 
ceived of the Holy Ghoſt? A. To ſhew 
that he was born miraculoufly, of a virgin. 
Q. What farther meaning had this? A. 
That he was holy by nature and incapable of 
ſin, Q. Why did the Son of God become 
man? A. For us and for our falvation: 
Q. To what end has his paſſion and death 
ſerved ? A, To redeem us from the ſlavery: 
of the devil. | 
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The FOURTH LESSON. 


Of the deſcent of Feſus Chriſt into hell, 
of his reſurredt ion, and of his aſcen- 
fron. 


E.SUS Chriſt being dead, his body was 
laid in the grave, and his foul deſcended 
into Hell or Hades, that is to ſay into the 
place of reſt or Paradiſe, where were all the 
Saints that had lived from the beginning of 
the world. Tho' his ſoul was ſeparated 
from his body the Divinity left neither the 
body nor foul. It was the Son of God that 
was buried and deſcended into hell. He 
roſe again the third day according to the 
Scriptures, that is to ſay, according as Da- 
vid and the other Prophets had foretold he 
ſhould. He went up into heaven, and ſitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almigh- 
ty. We ſay that he ſitteth, to ſhew that he 
is perfectly at his eaſe, and that he has all 
power in heaven and earth, as true King and 
Sovereign Judge of all Angels and all men. 
The right hand of God ſheweth the ſupreme 
dignity of Jeſus Chriſt, who even as man is 
above all creatures. 

Q. After Jeſus Chriſt was dead where 
went his ſoul? A. It deſcended into hell. 
Q What! into the place where the damned 


are tormented? A, No, into a place of 
5 reſt 
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reſt where the Saints were. Q. Was the 
dead body of Jeſus Chriſt that was in the 
grave ſeparated from his Divinity? A. No, 
It was always the body of the Son of God. 
Q Why do we ſay that Jeſus Chrilt ſuffer*d 
and roſe again according to the Scriptures ? 
A. Becauſe the Prophets had foretold all that 
did happen to him. Q. In what ſtate is Je- 
ſus Chriſt in heaven? A. He ſitteth at the 
right hand of God Almighty. Q. Has God 
indeed a right hand and a left? A. No; 
we ſay ſo to ſhew the great dignity of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Q. Why do we ſay that he ſitteth? 
A. To ſhew that he is at eaſe. Q. And 
what beſides? A. To ſhew that he is Judge 


and King. 
The FIFTH LESSON. 
Of the laſt judgment. 


\ HE repoſe of Chriſt in heaven does 

not hinder him from doing any thing 

for us, ſince it is by him we. receive all the 
graces of God. He is the chief High Prieſt 
who makes interceſſion for us, and who pre- 
ſents to God continually the ſacrifice of his 
death and paſſion, which he once offered 
upon the croſs, He governs his church by 
Paſtors, Teachers and other Miniſters whom 
he aſſiſts with his Holy Spirit. From thence - 
he ſhall- come to judge the living and the 


dead, All this viſible world ſhall one day 
| have 


* 
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have an end. All that is upon the earth ſhall 
be conſumed by fire: The ſun and the moon 
will loſe their light, the ſtars will fall from 
heaven : All nature will be turned upſide 
down: The Angels will ſound a trumpet, 
and gather the dead together from all ſides, 
who will riſe again and come out of their 
graves, Jeſus Chriſt will come down from 
heaven upon the clouds with great majeſty : 
The good will be placed at his right hand, the 
wicked at his left, he will judge them all ac- 
cording to their works : He will call the good 
to his glory, and drive the wicked into eternal 
fire, Nobody knows when this judgment 
will come, but it is certain that it will come 
unawares upon all the world. | 
Q: Does Jeſus Chriſt do nothing in hea- 
ven for his church? A. Yes he governs it 
by Paſtors and Prieſts. Q. Is he not a Prieſt 
himſelf? A. Yes, he is the chief High 
Prieſt who intercedes for us. Q. What ſa- 
crifice does he offer? A. The ſame that he 
offered upon the croſs. Q. Will he come 
no more upon earth? A. He will come to 
judge the living and the dead at the laſt day. 
Q What will happen at this laſt day? A, 
All that is upon the earth will be burnt. Q. 
And in heaven? A. The Stars will fall, the 
fun and the moon will be darkned. Q. What 
will the Angels do? A. They will call all 
mankind together by the ſound of a trompet. 
And how will Jeſus come? A. He 
will come down upon a cloud in great ma- 
| jeſty. 
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jeſty. How will he judge mankind? A, 
He will judge them according to their works, 


When will this judgment come? A. 
Nobody can tell. 


— 


The sIXTH LESSON.. 


Of the Holy Ghoſt. 


HE Holy Ghoſt is love or charity 
which is God himſelf. He is that ſub- 
ſtantial love, by which the eternal Father 
loves himſelf as well as his Son, and by which 
the Son loves his Father as well as himſelf, 
He proceeds then from the Father and the 
Son, he is equal to them, tho? he is a diſt inct 
perſon from both. He is God and Lord as 
well as they, worthy to be worſhiped and 
: glorified with them ; and we give bim this 
: honour when we ſay, Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt. As 
it was in the beginning is now and ever ſhall 
7 be world without end. Amen. It is he that 
; ſpake by the Prophets, by the Apoſtles, by 
fte Evangeliſts, and by all the other perſons- 
who were inſpired by God. We call him 
Holy Spirit, becauſe it is he that beſtows the 
ö ſpiritual Life, holineſs and grace, which 
; makes us righteous and acceptable to God. 
; This gift of the Holy Spirit is the love of God 
; ſhed abroad in our hearts, which makes us to 
take pleaſure in conforming ourſelves to his 
will, And when the pleaſure we take in do- 


ing 
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ing his will is. greater than that of doing our 
own, we do good works which make us 
worthy of eternal life. It is naturally im- 
poſſible that we ſhould take delight in any 
thing but what pleaſes our ſenſes and relates 
to ourſelves ; for which reaſon we can do no- 
thing that is good without this aſſiſtance of 
God, which is the grace and gift of the Holy 
Spirit, - | 

"Q. What is the Holy Ghoſt? A. It is 
love which is God himſelf, Q. From whom 
does he proceed? A. He proceeds from the 
Fat her and the Son. Q. Is he equal to them? 
A. Yes, he is God and Lord as much as 
they. Q. How do we adore him with the 
Father and the Son? A. By ſaying, Glory 
be to the Father, &c. Q. Why do we call 
him Holy Ghoſt? A. Becauſe he gives us 
holineſs which is the ſpiritual life. Q. What 
is this gift of the Holy Ghoſt? A. It is the 
love of God which we receive by his favour. 
Q What effect has this love upon us? A. 
It makes us take delight in doing the will of 
God. Q. Is this delight natural to us? A. 
Not at all. Q. In what do we naturally take 
delight? A. In doing our own will and 
pleaſing our ſenſes. Q. How then can we 
do good works? A. By the grace of God 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


The 
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The SEVENTH LESSON. 
Concerning the Church. 


H E Church is an aſſembly of the faith- 

ful, that is, of thoſe who profeſs to 
ſerve the true God according to the true reli- 
gion which he himſelf has taught. The 
Church is one, holy, catholick, apoſtolick. 
It is one, becauſe it is one company well re- 
gulated, one body of which Jeſus Chriſt is 
the head. It cannot then be divided : Thoſe 
who ſeparate themſelves from it, as Here- 
ticks, and Schiſmaticks, remain without; 
but they do not make another church. They 
are like an arm or a member divided from 
the head. Hereticks are thoſe who teach 
another doctrine than that of the Church: 
Schiſmaticks, thoſe who have a mind to 
make a body by themſelves. The Church 
is holy with reſpect to its doctrine, its ſacra- 
ments, its head, who is Jeſus Chriſt, and a 
great many of its members; but not all of 
them: In this world there are a great number 
of wicked men mingled with the good in the 
Church, and there will be no ſorting one from 
the other till the laſt judgment. The Church 
is catholick which means univerſal, becauſe 
it extends itſelf to all times and all places. It 
is the ſame Church which was continued from 
Adam, Noah, Abraham and the reſt of the 


Patriarchs to Moſes, From Moſes the 1 
Prieſts 
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Prieſts deſcended, from his brother Aaron 
it continued till Jeſus Chriſt ; and from Jeſus: 


Chriſt we know the whole ſucceſſion of the 


Biſhops the Apoſtles ſucceſſors; The church 


reaches to all countries of the world, and pro- 


feſſes the ſame faith and ufes the ſame ſacra- 
ments every where, We call it apoſtolick, 
becauſe it preſerves the doctrine of the Apo- 
ſtles, and the ſucceſſion of its governors may 


be carried up as high as they. 


Q. What is the Church? A. The meet- 


ing together of the faithful under the fame 
head. Q. Who are the faithful? A. Thoſe 


who profeſs the true religion. Q. Which is 


the true religion? A. That which God him- 


ſelf has taught. Q. What are the marks of the 


true Church? A. That it is one, holy, catho- 
lick, apoſtolick. Q. How is it one? A. 


Becauſe it is united under one head alone. 
Q. Who is its head? A. Jelus Chriſt, Q. 


Who are Hereticks? A. Thoſe who teach 
a different doctrine from that of the Church. 


Q. Who are Schiſmaticks? A. Thoſe who 


would make a church by themſelves. Q. In 


what ſenſe is the Church holy? A. With 
reſpect to its doctrine, its facraments and its 


head, who is Jeſus Chriſt. Q. Are all its 


members holy? A. No; it is made up of 
oe and bad till the day of Judgment. Q. 
hat is the meaning of catholick Church? 


A. The Church univerſal, Q. In what 
ſenſe is it univerſal ? A. Becauſe it extends it- 


ſelf to all times from the creation of the world. 
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. Does it reach to all places too? A. Yes, 
it is the ſame Church throughout all the world. 
Q. What is the meaning of apoſtolick? A. 
To ſhew that it preſerves the dactrine of the 
Apoſtles. Q. And what beſides? A. That 
its Paſtors are ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles. 


The EIGHTH LESSON, 
Of the communion of Saints. 


M* H E commupion of Saints is not only the 
participation of the holy Euchariſt, but 
generally of all ſpiritual bleſſings amongſt all 
the members of the Church. We all make but 
one and the ſame body, tho? we have different 
offices, as to inſtruct, to govern, to obey, 
even as the parts of the human body have dif- 
ferent uſes, All thoſe who are within the 


Church, in a ſtate of grace, are the better for 


all the prayers and good works which are 
done there. Thoſe who are out of the-Church, 


that is, the excommunicated, have no more 


benefit by them than Infidelss Now the 


Church has a right to excommunicate all thoſe 


who have committed great fins of which they 
will not repent. There is a communion be- 

Ghurch triumphant which is in hea- 
ven, and the Church militant which combats 


on earth. The Saints aſſiſt us by their prayers 


rather more after their death than they did 
before. 


Q. What 
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Q. What is the communion of Saints? A. 
It is the fellowſhip of all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in the Church, Q. From whence cometh 


this fellowſhip? A. From our being mem- 


bers of one and the ſame body. Q. Who 
are thoſe that have a ſhare in it? A. All 
thoſe who are in the Church. Q Can thoſe 
who are excommunicated partake of it? A. 
No, no more than Heathens, Q. Whom 
does the Church excommunicate ? A. Thoſe 
who have committed great ſins and will not 


repent of them. Q. Does the communion 


of Saints extend to heaven? A, Yes, the 
bleſſed aſſiſt us by their prayers. 


The NINTH LESSON, 


Of the forgiveneſs of ſins. 


T\HERE is no remiſſion of ſins but 
, in the catholick Church, and it is a 
conſequence of the communion of Saints. Be- 
ing members of Jeſus Chriſt we partake of 
his infinite merits, and as he is God he has 
power to forgive ſins. He communicated it 
to his Apoſtles by ſaying, Receive the Holy 
Ghoſt, whoſeſoever ſins ye remit, they are re- 
mitted unto them, and whoſeſoever ſins ye re- 
tain, they are retained. From the A poſtlesſthis 
power paſs*d to thoſe whom they ordained 
Prieſts, and thus it has been continued down to 
us. The remiſſion of ſins is given firſt in bap- 


tiſm, which waſhes them all away: Whether 


original ſin in which we are born as _— 
I —_ 
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of Adam, or the fins which every one of us 
commits, and which are call'd actual fins, 
After baptiſm there is another remedy which 
is repentance, neceſſary for hainous ſins, and 
always profitable for ſins of infirmity. A 
hainous ſin is that which makes one loſe 
the Grace of God, and deſerve eternal death; 
as murder, adultery, theft. A ſin of infir- 
mity is that which does not entirely extinguiſh 
charity, as a trifling lie which does nobody 
any harm, a ſmall exceſs in eating, a little 
diſtraction in prayer, It is eaſy to obtain 


forgiveneſs of theſe ſins, but the leaſt ſin is al- 


ways a very great evil. N 

Can we obtain the forgiveneſs of ſins 
out of the catholick Church? A. No, we 
can obtain it by none but Jeſus Chriſt. Q. 
To whom did he give this power? A. To 
his Apoſtles. Q. To whom did it go from 
the Apoſtles? A. To the Biſhops and 
Prieſts. Q. By what ſacrament is ſin for- 
given? A. By baptiſm, Q. What is ori- 
ginal ſin? A. That which we have when 
we come into the world. Q. What is actual 
fin? A, That which we commit ourſelves. 
Q. What is an hainous fin? A. That 
which deſerves hell fire, Q. What is a fin 
of infirmity ? A. That which does not make 
one quite Joſe the Grace of God. Q. How 


do we obtain pardon of actual fin? A. By 


repentance, Q. And of original fin? A. 
By baptiſm which remits all ſins. Q. L a 
ſin of infirmity much to be feared? A. Yes, 


the leaſt ſin is a very great evil. The 


; 
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The TENTH LESSON. 
the reſurrectiom and life everlaſting. 


E ought not to ſerve God with hopes 

4 of being happy in this life, where 
often the wicked are in proſperity, and good 
mea ſufferers. All our hope is after death. 
We believe that our ſouls do not die, and 
that our very bodies, after they have been 
corrupted and ſcattered, will be one day re- 
ſtored by the almighty power of God, and 
© Joined again to our ſouls never to be ſeparated 
from them more. This is what we call the 
reſurrection of the fleſh. At the laſt day the 
dead will riſe again to appear and be judged 
with their own bodies. Eternal life will be 
the reward of good men, and everlafting 
death the puniſhment of the wicked. Eter- 
nal life is compared in Scripture to a feaſt or 
a marriage, to repreſent the joys of it. It 
is allo calPd kingdom to ſhew, that Saints are 
much happier in heaven than Kings are upon 
earth: The name of Paradiſe ſignifies a de- 
lightful garden, But the true happineſs of 
Saints is to ſee God face to face, who is the 
chief beauty and goodneſs. On the contrary 
thoſe who are damned are in hell: Which is 
2 frightful priſon, a place of darkneſs, where 
they are burnt with a fire which will ne- 
ver die, that is the remorſe of their own 
conſciences. There is weeping and gnaſh- 
- WS 
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ing of teeth, that is, ſorrow, deſpair and 
rage. 

Q. Ought we to hope for happineſs in 
this life? A. No, not till after death. Q. 
Do our ſouls die with our bodies? A. No, 
they are immortal. Q. And do our bodies 
die for ever? A. No, only till the reſur- 
rection. Q. In what manner will the reſur- 
rection be? A. All the dead will take the 
ſame bodies again which they had in their 
life time to be preſented to the judgment of 
God. Q. What will become of them after 
judgment? A, The end of the good will 
be everlaſting life. Q. And what will be 
the end of the wicked? A. Everlaſting 
death. Q. What is everlaſting life? A. 
It is the reſt and joy of paradiſe. Q. What 
is the kingdom of heaven? A. It is the 
ſame thing. Q. What does the happineſs 
of Saints conſiſt in? A. In ſeeing God. 
Q. What is everlaſting death? A. It is 
the puniſhment of hell. Q. What are the 
torments of it? A. Darknels, fire, and re- 
morſe of conſcience, 


The ELEVENTH LESSON, 
Of the Lord's Prayer. 


ther, which art in Heaven; Hallow- 
ed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in TR As it is in Hea- 
B80 ven. 


T HIS is the Lord's Prayer. Our Fa- 
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ven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, As we forgive them 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation; But deliver us from evil. A- 
men. We do not ſay my Father, give me, 
to ſhew that we do not only pray for our- 
ſelves but the whole Church. e call God 
our Father, becauſe it is of him that we hold 
our lives, all that we are, and all that we 
have, and becauſe his grace makes us bre- 
thren of Jeſus Chriſt his only Son. He is 
every where, but it 1s the Heavens chiefly 
that declare his Glory. His Name is 
ſanctified when his creatures give him that 
honour which is due to him : On the con- 
trary it is diſhonoured by fins, eſpecially thoſe 
of Chriſtians, who thereby make the true re- 


Hgion contemptible to Infidels. The king- 


dom of God is eternal life, which we hope 
for after death; and grace which conducts 
us to it, and hinders fin from reigning in 
us. The will of God might be done on 
earth as it is in heaven, if we did not follow 
our own will, and if we were as obedient to 
God as the Angels and Saints : For our will 
is always wrong when it is not conformable 
to the will of God. 

Q. Say the Lord's Prayer. A. Our Fa- 
ther, &c. Q. Why don't you ſay, my Fa- 
ther? A. Becauſe I do not pray to God 
only for myſelf, Q. How is God your Fa- 
ther? A, Becauſe he made me all that I am. 
Q. Are you not his * another ac- 

2 count ? 
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count? A. Les, by his Grace, being the 
brother of Jeſus Chriſt, Q. Why do you 
ſay that he is in heaven rather than any 
where elle? A. Becauſe his Glory ſhews it- 
ſelf moſt there. Q. How is the Name of 
God ſanctified? A. By the honour which 
creatures pay him. Q. What is the king- 
dom of God? A. Eternal life. Q. When 
zs his will done upon Earth? A. When his 
grace reigns in us. Q. Is our will good 
without being conformable to the will of 
God? A. No, it cannot but be wicked. 
Q. By whom is the will of God done in 
heaven? A. By the Angels and Saints. 


The TWELFTH LESSON. 
A Continuation.of the Lord's Prayer. 


| ATILY. bread ſignifies the nouriſh- 

ment of every day, and all things ne- 
ceſſary for the ſupport of life. All men 
ought to-acknowledge that it is of God they 
hold their ſubſiſtence, the rich as well as the 
poor: And we ought every day to begin 
again to beg our bread, becauſe every day 
our wants begin again. This bread ſignifies 


alſo the ſpiritual food of our ſouls: The 


Word of God, his Grace, and the Euchariſt, 


We beg of God the forgiveneſs of our ſins 


becauſe we are all ſinners, and commit every 
day at leaſt ſmall faults, which are 2 
leis very dangerous. We. conſent that 

1 en n ſhould 


= COT 


and mult be pe 
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ſhould not pardon us unleſs we pardon o- 
thers. To prevent (inning we pray God to 
turn away from us the temptations that lead 
us into it: And in a word, to deliver us 
from all ſorts of evils, and particularly from 
the aſſaults of the devil, who is the wicked 
one. 

Q. What is our daily bread? A. All 
things neceſſary for life. Q. What do you 
mean by daily? A. What we have need of 
every day. Q. What does this bread ſig- 


nify beſides? A. Spiritual food. Q. What 


is that? A. The Word of God, his Grace, 


and the bleſſed Sacrament. . Q. Do all men 


commit fin? A. Yes, we are all ſinners, 
Ought we to forgive others? A. If 


we would have God forgive us. Q. What - 


is it that leads us into ſin? A. Temptation. 
How can we reſiſt it? A. By the 

Grace of God. Q. Who is the wicked one ? 

A. The devil. | 


The THIRTEENTH LESSON, 
Of Prayer in general. 


RAYER is that great inſtrument 
of religion, whereby we addreſs our- 


{elves to God for the relief of all our wants. 


We are commanded to aſk in order to re- 
ceive. Prayer ge is calPd private, 
rm'd at leaſt twice a day, 


. the firſt OW ina morning, and the laſt at 
night. 


night. Publick Prayers are thoſe of the 
Church, which are moſt acceptable to God 
and bring moſt advantage to us. They are 
the proper buſineſs of Sundays and Holi- 
days, and we muſt be ſure never to let any 


trivial excuſe prevent our attendance in God's 
+ houſe. When we are there we mult abſtract 


our minds as much as poſſible from all 
worldly buſineſs: For hearing or ſpeaking 
certain words is not pray ing, but it muſt be 
done with attention and application of ſoul, 
We muſt never join aloud with the Miniſter 
but where it is enjoined, and make it our 
own by a hearty Amen. The exhortation 
and abſolution and other diſtinguiſhing parts 
of the Prieſt's office are to be attended to by 
the congregation in great ſilence, 

Q. What do we in Prayer? A. Beg of 
God to relieve all our wants. Q. How of- 
ten muſt We pray by ourſelves? A. Twice 


a day at leaſt. Q. Which are moſt benefi- 
cial publick or private Prayers? A. The 


publick Prayers of the Church. Q. When 
muſt we frequent them? A. As often as we 


can, eſpecially all Sundays and Holidays. 


Q: How muſt we perform them? A.. With 


attention and application of mind. 


Muſt we always join aloud with the Mini- 
ſter? A. No, only where the rubrick di- 
rects. Q. Which are the diſtinguiſhing 


parts of his office? A. Chiefly the exhor- 


tation and abſolution. Q. How are they to 


be heard? A. Attentively and with great i- 
3 The 
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The FOURTEENTH LESSON. 


Of the ten Commandments. 


HE Decalogue or ten Command- 
ments which God gave the 1/aelites 
are theſe. 
I. Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but 
me. 
II. Thou ſhalt not make to thy felf any 
graven image, nor the likeneſs of any thing 


that is in Heaven above, or in the earth be- 


neath, or in the water under the earth. Thou 
ſhalt not bow down to them, nor worſhip 


them: For I the Lord thy God am a jealous _|. 


God, and vifit the ſins of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate me, and ſhew mercy unto 
thouſands in them that love me, and 1 
my commandments. 

III. Thou ſhalt not 4 the Name of the 
Lord thy God in vain: For the Lord will 


not hold him guiltleſs that 1 his Name 


| in vain, 

IV. Remember that 2 keep holy the 
fabbath-day. Six days ſhalt thou labour, and 
do all that thou haſt to do ; but the ſeventh 
day is the ſabbath of the Lord thy God. In 
It thou ſhalt do no manner of work, thou and 
thy ſon, and thy daughter, thy man-ſervant, 


and thy maid ſervant, . thy cattle, and the 


«1 wk is within * gates. For * 
ys 


1 


———— 


An hiſtorical Catecbi ſin. 3 


days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 


ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted the 
ſeventh day; wherefore the Lord bleſſed the 
ſeventh day, and hallowed it. 

'V. Honour thy father and thy mother, 
that thy days may be long in the land which 
the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou ſhalt do no murder, 

VII. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery. 

VIII. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 

IX. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs a- 
gainſt thy neighbour. 


X. Thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's 


houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's 


wife, nor his ſervant, nor his maid, nor his 


ox, nor his als, nor any thing that is his. 

All theſe commandments are reduced to 
two: To love God above all things, and 
our neighbour as ourſelves, Now every 
man is our neighbour, 

Q. What is the decalogue? A. The 
ten commandments of God. Q. Say them 
which is the firſt? A. Thou ſhalt have 
no, &c. Q. Who is our neighbour? A, 


All mankind, Q. To how many may 


theſe commagydments be reduced? A. To 
two, Q. Which are they? A. To love 
God above all things, and our neighbour as 
ourſelves, 
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The FIFTEENTH LESSON. 
Of the four firſt commandments. 


H E firſt commandment bids us honour 
God as our Creator and Sovereign 
Maſter, and that it is which we call adoring, ; 
We honour him by faith in believing firmly | 
what he has taught his Church : By hope, 
in expecting with confidence the bleſſings he | 
has promiſed us: By charity, in loving him f 
with all our heart and keeping his command- 
ments. We ought then to obey God, pray 
to him often ; give no honour to any crea- 
ture, for fear of provoking him to jealouſy, 
nor honour him any otherwiſe: than as the 
true religion teaches, and ſo ſhall we keep 
the ſecond commandment. The third for- 
bids ſwearing at all except before a Court of 
Judicature, or upon any other ſolemn occa- 
fion. It forbids blaſphemy more ſtrictly, 
| — which is ſpeaking with contempt of God or 
his Saints. The fourth commandment or- >, | 
| ders to keep holy the day of reſt, that is the 
| Lord's day, in memory of the creation of 
the world and the reſurrection of Jeſus 
Chriſt. We ought to ſpend this day in pray- 
ing to God, inſtructing ourſelves in religion, 
doing good wor ks, and avoiding all fin, and 
labour which is not abſolutely neceſſary. 
Q. What is adoring God? A. It is to 
honour him as our Sovereign Maſter, * 
is? | o 
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How do we honour God? A. By faith, 
1 hope, and charity. Q. How do we ſhew 

that we love God? A. By keeping his 
commandments. Q. Is it lawful to give 
honour to creatures? A. No, upon no ac- 
count. Q. Is it lawful to ſwear? A. No, 
unleſs it be before a Court, or on ſome ſolemn 
occaſion, Q. What is blaſphemy ? A. It is a 


word of contempt againſt God or his Saints. 


Q. Which is our day of reſt ? A. The Lord's 

day. Q. How ſhould we ſpend it? A. In 

praying to God. Q. And in what beſides? A. 

In learning his religion. Q. What may we 

— on that day? A. Neither work nor 
n. | 


The SIXTEENTH LESSON. 
Of the fifth, fixth and ſeventh Command- 


ments. 


T H E fifth commandment enjoins chil- 
dren to honour their fathers and mo- 
thers: Hear their inſtructions, obey their 
orders, be better for their corrections, ſerve 
them and aſſiſt them in all things. Small 
faults committed againſt parents are great 
ſins. We ought alſo to reſpect our ſpiritual 
fathers, Biſhops, Priefts, Paſtors and Ma- 
ſters who teach us. We muſt honour and 
fear the King and his Officers, conſidering 
that it is God who has ſet them over us. 


The ſixth commandment forbids killing, 


— E 5 ſtrik- 
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ſtriking, injurious words, revenge, hating 
any body, wiſhing him any ill, and ſuffer- 
ing one's ſelf to be tranſported with anger. 

The ſeventh forbids all ſorts of immodeſt ac- 
tions, touches or obſcene words. We ought 
even to put away the thoughts of them, a- 
void bad company, idleneſs and full meals; 
deſpiſe fine clothes and dreſs. Our bodies 
are the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, we ought 


not to profane them, 
. How ought one to honour his father 


and mother? A. By being better for their 
inſtructions, and obeying them. Q. Is it 
a great fault to diſpleaſe them? A. Yes, 
it is a great ſin. S Who are our ſpiritual 
fathers? A. The Biſhops, Prieſts, and all 
thoſe who _ inſtruct us. Q, To what does 
this commandment oblige us beſides? A. 
To obey the King and thoſe that are put in 
authority under him. Q. Does the com- 
mandment which forbids killing forbid ſtrik- 
ing too? A. Yes, and ſpeaking injurionfty. 
Is it lawful to revenge ourſelves or hate 
any one? A. No, we ought to hate no- 
- body. What is forbidden under the 
name of adultery? A, All immodeſt ac- 
"tions. Q. Are laſcivious looks forbidden 
alſo? A. Yes, looks, words and thoughts. 
Q. What muſt be done to avoid this fin? 
A. Flee idleneſs and ill company. | 


— 


The 
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The sEVENTEENTH LESSON, 


Of the three laſt Commanaments. 


＋ HE eighth commandment forbids | 


taking another perſon's goods either 
privately and by craft, or by force and 
openly ; as we are not willing that any 
body ſhould take what is our's. If we 
have taken any thing we ought to reſtore it, 
otherwiſe the ſin would not be forgiven us. 
If we have need of any thing we ought to 
earn it by working or beg it as an alms. 
The ninth commandment forbids bearing 
falſe witneſs in a Court of Judicature : Ac- 
cuſing any body falſly, publiſhing the faults 
of others which are not known, unleſs it be 
neceſſary to tell them for a greater good: 
Ic forbids alfo all fort of lying, chiefly that 
which does harm to another perſon, The 
tenth forbids the deſire of any lewd pleaſure 
out of marriage, nor even willingly to en- 
tertain any thoughts of that kind. It for- 
bids coveting another. perſon's goods unleſs 
they may be purchafed in a lawful way. We 
ought not to have any other defigns on our 
neighbour's goods than we ſhould be pleaſed if 
he had upon our's. Evil deſires are the occa- 
fion of all ſins, and we never do ill but thro? 
an irregular love of honour, money, or 


pleaſure, : 


E 6 Q. Why 
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Q. Why are we not permitted to take 
the goods of others? A. Becauſe we are 
not willing they ſhould take our's. Q. Is 
there any harm in taking them flily? A. 
Yes, it is ſtealing. Q. Is it lawful to keep 
what one has taken? A, No, we ought to 
reſtore it as ſoon as poſlible. Q. Is falſe 
witneſs only forbiden in a Court of Juſtice? 
- A. It is always forbidden to accuſe the inno- 
cent, Q. Is it lawful to ſpeak of the faults 
of others? A. No, unleſs there be a great 
neceſſity. Q. Is it permitted to lie? A. 
No, we muſt always ſpeak truth. Q. What 
is forbidden by the tenth commandment ? 
A. The deſire of laſcivious pleaſures and co- 
veting our neighbour's goods, Q. Why 
are theſe deſires forbid? A. Becauſe they 
are the occaſion of moſt ſins, 


The EIGHTEENTH LE SSON. 
Of the precepts of the Church. 


H E Church is our mother, and there- 
8 fore we are obliged to obey her and 
oblerve her orders which ſhe has preſcribed 
to make us more eaſily keep the command- 
ments of God, They are thefe : To ob- 
ſerve the Feſtivals and Holidays appointed. 
To keep the faſting days with devotion and 
abſtinence. To obſerve the - Ecclefiaſtical 
Cuſtoms and Ceremonies eſtabliſhed, and 
that without frowardneſs or contradiction. 


To 
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To repair to the publick Service of the 
Church for morning and evening prayer un- 
leſs there be a. juſt and unfeigned cauſe to 
the contrary. To receive the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment of the body and blood of Chriſt with 
frequent devotion, but three times a year at 
leaſt, of which times Eater to be always 
one: And for better preparation to it, as 
occaſion is, to diſburden our confciences of 
thoſe ſins that may lye heavy upon us, or 
| fcruples that may trouble us, to an able and 
| diſcreet Prieſt, and from him to receive ad- 
[ vice and the benefit of abſolution. 

Why ought we to obey the Church? 
A. Becauſe ſhe is our mother. Q. What 
has ſhe appointed? A. To keep the feaſts | 
and fafts, and obſerve her Cuſtoms and Ce- : 
remonies. Q. What more? A. To go 

to Church morning and evening. Q. What 

| beſides? A. To receive the Sacrament fre- 

quently, but at leaſt three times a year. Q. 
And what does the Church advife by way . 
of preparation? A. To diſburden our con- 
fciences to a diſcreet Prieſt and take his advice * | 
and abfolution. 


The NINETEENTH LESSON. 


Of the Feaſts and Faſts of the Church. 


ESIDES Sundays there are ſeveral 

days conſecrated to.the Service of God, 
which we call Feaſts, They are kept in 
4 me- 
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memory of the myſteries of religion or ſome 
Saints. The two principal Feaſts are Eaſter 
and Whitſunday. Eaſter is the day that Je- 
ſus Chriſt roſe from the dead. Whitſunday 
the day of the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Chriſtmas is the day of the birth of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Epiphany the day that he was wor- 
ſhiped by the wiſemen. There are allo ſe- 
veral Feaſts in honour of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
St. Jobn Baptiſt and the Apoſtles. We muſt 
be very careful upon every Feaſt to inform 
ourſelves of the myſtery to be remembred, 
or hiſtory of the Saint, The Faſts are 
Lent, the Ember days, the Rogation-days, 
the Vigils and all Fridays in the year. Lent 
are the forty days before Eaſter to prepare us 
for the Feaſt. Ember. days, are the four ſea- 
ſons of the year, in each of which we faſt 
three days in a week. Rogation-days, are 
the three days before the Aſcenſion of our 
Lord. Vigils, are the Eves of ſome Feaſts, 
and all Fridays are obſerved in memory of 
the death and paſſion of our Saviour. Faſt- 
ing implies a total abſtinence from all meat 
and drink the whole day, and then eating 
fparingly : Or it means an abſtinence from 
fome kind of food, eſpecially fleſh and wine; 
or deferring eating beyond the uſual hours, 
Q. What are Feaſts? A. Days conſe- 
crated to God, Q. Upon what occaſion ? 
A. In memory of the myſteries of religion 
or of the Saints, Q. Which are the two 
chief? A, Eaſter and Nhilſunday. Q. What 
80 | Is 
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is Eaſter ? A. The day our Saviour roſe 
from the dead. . What is Whitſunday ? 
A. The day the Holy Ghoſt came down, 
Q. What is Chritmas ? A. The day Chriſt 
was born. Qik nd the Epiphany ? A. The 

wiſemens worſhiping him. Q. What ought 
we to learn upon Feaſt- rely, A. The occa- 
ſion of them, and hiſtory of the Saints. Q. 
Of what uſe is Lent? A. To prepare us for 
Eater? Q. What are the Ember-days ? 
A. Three Faſting days at the ſour Seaſons 
of the year. Q. What does faſting mean? 
A. Either eating nothing; or abſtinence 
from ſome kind of food : Or not eating till 
after the uſual time. Q. Why dowe abſtain 
* from fleſh on Friday? A. In memory of 
our Lord's Paſſion, 


The TWENTIETH LESSON. 
/ the Sacraments. 


E are not able to keep God's com- 

mandments by our own ſtrength : 
His grace is neceſſary for us, and he gives 
it us commonly by certain viſible ſigns which 
we call Sacraments. Thus in Baptiſm, at 
the ſame time the water waſhes the outſide 
of the body, grace purifies the foul within. 
Whoſoever has received a Sacrament with 
faith and other neceſſary diſpoſitions, is aſ- 
ſured, as much as he can be in this life, that 
he has the grace of God, which is the 1 


” — 
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of all bleſſings. It is Jeſus Chriſt that or- 
dain'd the Sacraments, that we might apply 


to each of us the merits of his blood and 


death; and he inſtituted them to ſerve every 
occaſion of ſpiritual life. By Baptiſm, we en- 
ter upon it and are born-again by water and 
the Holy Ghoſt. Confirmation, tho? it is 
not ſtrictly ſpeaking a Sacrament ordain'd 
by Chriſt himſelf, yet is a holy Rite 
which makes us grow in, grace and 
ſtrengthens us in it. The Euchariſt is our 
nouriſhment, heals our ſpiritual maladies, 
and fortiſies us at the hour of death, 

| . What are the Sacraments? A, Viſi- 
ble figns of the grace of God. Q. Is his 
grace neceſſary. for us? A, Yes, without it 
we can do nothing that is good. Is ie 
then a great * to receive the Sacra- 
ments worthily ? A. It is the greateſt bleſſ- 
ing of this life. Q. Who inſtituted the Sa- 
craments? A. Out Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
Q. Why did he inſtiture them? A. To 

apply to us the merits of his blood: d 
How many Sacraments are there? A: 
Two only as generally wa: to ſalva- 
tion. Q. Which are they? A, Baptiſm 
and the Supper of the Lord. T0 
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The TWENTY FIRST LESSON. 


Of Baptiſm. 


OBODY can enter into the king- 
dom of God without being. born a- 
gain of water and the Holy Ghoft. For all 
men are dead in Adam by original fin, and 
all they that afe baptized receive lite in Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Baptiſm is therefore neceſſar 
for all, even children who are juſt born. F 
a perſon i is baptized at the age of reaſon, all 
his ſins are forgiven him, as well thoſe he 
has committed, as that which he brought in- 
to the world with him. But he muſt be well 
inſtructed in religion, believe it and make 
re profeſſion of it; renounce the devil, 
is works and pomps; promiſe to change 
his life and keep the commandments of God. 
If it is an infant that is baptized, his godfa- 
ther and godmother, that preſent it to be bap- 
tized, anſwer and promiſe for it. Baptiſm 


is perform?d by pouring water upon the per- 


ſon baptized, and ſaying at the ſame time, 
I baptize thee in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, It 
- ought io be done if poſſible in — Church by 
a a perſon in Holy Orders and in a ſolemn man- 
ner. Baptiſm is never reiterated, and no- 
body is baptized but once. 

What is Baptiſm neceſſary for? A. 
For entering into the kingdom of heaven. 


— 


Q. How 


go An hiflorical Catechiſm. 

Q. How is Baptiſm perform'd? A. By 
pouring water upon the perſon baptized, 
and ſay ing certain words. Q. What words? 
A. I baptize thee in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Q. What does this Sacrament do? 
A. It blots out all fins. Q. But what fin 
can a child have committed who is uſt 
born? A. He has original ſin, Q. Whence 
comes this ſin? A. From the ſin of Adam 
which was propagated to all his poſterity. 
Q. What muſt he do that is baptized when 
he is grown up? A. Believe the Chriſtian 
Doctrine and profeſs it. Q. What muſt he 
renounce? A. The devil, his works, and 
pomps. Q. What muſt he promife? A. 
To keep the commandments of God. Q. 
How can children do all this? A. The god- 
father and god mother do it for them. Q. 
Who has authority to ba ptize? A. None 
except he be in orders. Q. Can one be re- 
baptized? A. No, nobody is baptized but 
ONCE, i 


Ihe TwENTY SECOND LESSON, 
Of Confirmation. | 


HOSE that are newly baptized 
S _ ought to be confirm'd; but as this 
holy Rite of Confirmation is not abſolutely 
neceſſary, it is put off till children are ſuffi- 
ciently inſtructed. Fathers and mothers are 

2 | obliged 


— — — 
— —__— 
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obliged to inſtruct their children very care- 
fully in the whole Chriſtian Doctrine: To 
ſend them to Church and to Schools, accord- 
ing as is molt convenient, to learn the Cate- 
chiſm there: For if their children are loſt 
thro* ignorance, they muſt anſwer for it to 
God, Children likewiſe for their part are 

© obliged to take notice of ard learn theſe in- 
ſtructions, and remember them as long as 
they live. Thoſe who ha ve been inſtructed 
ought to be brought to the Biſhop, for no- | 
body but he has power to confirm. He lays 
his hands on them, and calleth upon God to , 
ſend down his Holy Spirit upon them. The 
effect of this holy Rite is to make us perfect 
Ai Chriftians, not be aſhamed! of the crofs of 
Chriſt, reſiſt couragiouſly temptations and 
be ready to ſuffer for God, Confirmation 
1s m_ given but once any more than Bap- 
tum. 4 | j 
Qi When ought children tobe canfirm'd? 
A. When they have been ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed. Q. Whoſe buſineſs is it to ſee | 
they are inſtructed? A. Their fathers and 
mothers who are obliged to it. And to 
what are children obliged? A. To attend 
to their] inſtructions and remember them. 
Q. Who has: power of confirming? A. 
Nobody but the Biſhop. Q. How does he | 
do it? A. By laying his hands on them J 
and prayer for the Holy Ghoſt, Q. What 
4s the benefit of this holy Rite? A. We 
receive the Holy Ghoſt by it to make us by > 
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fect Chriſtians. Q. In what does this per- 
fection conſiſt? A. In reſiſting temptations 
and undergoing any thing for Chriſt. Q 
Can one receive Confirmation ſeveral times? 
A. No, but once. 


The TWENTY THIRD LESSON, 
O the Euchariſt. 


L Euchariſt is the Sacrament of the 
R dy and blood of Chriſt, It is viſi- 
- bly bread and wine, and by the invilible 
operation of the Holy Ghoſt is in virtue and 
efficacy the body and blood of Chriſt, and is 
given to us for the nouriſhment of our ſouls; 
This Sacrament is conſecrated and diſtributed 
in the celebration of the Holy Communion 
and repreſents the. ſacrifice upon the croſs, 
by which Jeſus Chriſt offered. up himſelf 
once to his Father for the ſins of all man- 
Kind, All the ſacrifices of the old law 
were figures of that of the croſs, .and the 
Sacrament, which we celebrate according to 
the inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, renews always 
the memory of this great ſacrifice, and ap- 
plies to us the benefits of it. The Prieſt re- 
lates how Jeſus Chriſt inſtituted this Sacra- 
ment the evening before he ſuffered and re- 
peats his words, by which and by prayer the 

bread and wine are changed into the myſtery 
'of his body and blood, though there is no 
outward change but what we apprehend by 
faith. „ What . 
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Q. What is the Euchariſt? A. It is the 
Sacrament of the body and blood of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Q. Why is it thus given us? 
A. To be the nouriſhment of our ſouls. 2 
Where is this Sacrament conſecrated an 
diſtributed? A. In the Holy communion. 
Q. What does it repreſent? A. The ſa- 
crifice upon the croſs. Q, How is it 
changed? A, It is not changed into the 
body and blood of Chriſt in ſubſtance, but 
in virtue and efficacy. Q. How is this 
change made? A. By the words of Chriſt 
and prayer which the Prieſt pronounces and 
offers up. Q. But does not the bread and 
wine continue as before? A, Yes it does. 

. How do we know then that it is ſacra- 
mentally and virtually the body and blood 
of Chriſt ? A. By faith, becauſe he has ſaid ſo, 


The TWENTY FOURTH LESSON. 
Of the Communion. 


NE cannot live without eating and | 

drinking, nor be in good health with- 4 
out doing ſo often. Thus we cannot live the 1 
life of the ſpirit, which is grace, without re- 
ceiving ſometimes the holy Euchariſt, and 
the oftener one -partakes of it the ſtronger 
and more vigorous 1s this life. But more- 
over dead people can take no nouriſhment [! 
at all, and that which is of ſervice to people | 
in health does harm to thoſe that are ſick : 
12 85 | There- 
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Therefore to communicate to his advantage 
a man ought to be free from heinous ſins, 
and have good diſpoſitions. That is chiefly, 
believe ſtedfaſtly all the myſteries of religion 
and particularly this: Wiſh nobody any 
harm, and be perfectly reconciled to all his 
enemies... Whoever receives this Sacrament 
 .unworthily, cats and drinks his own con- 
demnation, making no difference betwixt 
the body of our Lord and common food. 
For which reaſon we do not give it to chil- 
dren till they have attained the years of diſ- 
cretion, and are well grounded. We call 
chis Sacrament Viaticum, when it is given to 
ſick people already to die, to be as it were 
proviſion for the great journey they are go- 
ing to take. 
Q. ls it neceſſary to receive the holy Eu- 
charitt? A. Yes, ſince it is our ſpiritual 
food. Q. What happens to a ſoul that re- 
ceives it ſeldom? A. That ſoul is weak 
and languiſning. Q. But is every body 
better for the Communion? A. Only thoſe 
that are well diſpoſed. Q. What diſpoſiti- 
ons are neceſſary? A. Firſt to be in a 
tate of grace. Q. Why does ſin hurt at 
the Communion ? A. Becauſe a dead per- 
ſon cannot receive nouriſhment. Q. Tell 
me the other diſpoſitions? A. Faith, all 
ſorts of virtue, and particularly charity to 
our neighbour. Q. Is it a great ſin to com- 
municate- unworthily? A. Yes it is eating 
our on condemnation. Q. What is the 
N 1 2 Viati- 


— 
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Viaticum? A. The Communion given to 


I dying perſons. 


The TWENTY FIFTH LESSON. 


Of Repentance. 


Chriſtians ſhould have no need of any 
thing but the Euchariſt till they die. But 
there are hardly any who do not fall into 
heinous ſins, which kill the ſoul by extin- 
guiſhing charicy, and which deſerve eternal 
death. To heal therefore ſo great an evil 
there is no other remedy after Baptiſm than 


A de Baptiſm and Confirmation, 
] 


Repentance. He who would repent of his 


fins ought to have a true grief for them, 
founded upon faith and the love and fear of 
God, with a firm refolution to amend, 

which excludes entirely any will to fin. This 


* 
— 


grief which pierces the heart of the penitent 


is called contrition. 
Ought Chriſtians to have need of any 


thing after Baptiſm? A. No, only of the 


Euchariſt. Q. But ſuppoſe they fall into 
any heinous fin? A, Then they have need 
of Repentance. Q. What is Repentance ? 
A. Having a grief for fin, founded pen 


faith and the love and fear of God. Q 
ſe 


And what beſides? A. A firm purpo 


amendment. Q. What do you call that 


grief? A. Contrition. 


The 


Erh 
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The TWENTY $1XTH LESSON, 
5 *. Abſelation. 


Oreover if a man finds his conſcience 
troubled with any weighty matter, he 
ſhould call in the aſſiſtance of a learned and 
prudent Prieft, and in confeſſion lay open 
his grief to him, that by the miniſtry of 
God's Word, together with ghoſtly council 
and advice, his conſcience may be quieted. 
After he has confeſſed and promiſed amend- 
ment, the Prieſt, if deſired, ought to abſolve 
him if he ſees ſufficient tokens of his con- 

verſion. If not, he ſhould refuſe to do it 
for fear of incurring the divine vengeance 
with the ſinner, If he doubts of his ſince- 
rity he ought to defer the abſolution, which 
if it be duly received will blot out the ſin. As 
to leſſer ſins, which we call thoſe of infirmity, 
and which *tis impoſſible to avoid entirely in 
this life, they may be remitted by the means 
of prayer, alms and other good works, 
which ought always to accompany our repen- 
tance : But as ſmall as theſe ſins may appear 
to us, we ought always to be very careful 
of purifying ourſelves from them and avoid- | 
ing them. | Th 

Q. What is a man to do if his conſcience 
be troubled with any weighty matter? A. 
Let him call in the aſſiſtance of a Prieſt, 
and confeſs his grief to him. Q. 9 _ 


„3 A as I A 
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feſſion what ought the Prieſt todo? A. To 


abſolve him if he ſee ſufficient reaſon. Q. But 
ſuppoſe the Prieſt ſhould doubt of his finceri- 


ty? A. He ought to defer the Abſolution. Q. 


What effect will it have if duly received? 
A. It blots out the ſin. Q. How are leſ- 
fer ſins to be remitted? A. By prayer, 
alms, and other good works. Q. Ought 
nat theſe always to go along with repentance t 
A. Yes. Q. May we neglect theſe ſmaller 
ſins? A. No, we mult take great care to 
avoid them. 


The TWENTY SEVENTH LESSON, 


Of Orders. 


Rdination furniſhes the Church with 

publick Miniſters and ſpiritual Fa- 
thers : Who ſ upply the place of the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, to perpetuate 
the work of God to the end of the worlg. 
The grace of this holy Inftitution does not ſan- 
ctify only thoſe who receive it, it gives them 


} power to ſanctify others by imparting the Sa- 


craments to them. But it is only the Biſhop 
who can perform all the holy Rites: The 
Prieſts who are ordain'd to aſſiſt him can con- 
fer neither Confirmation nor Orders. T 
Deacons are appointed to ſerve the Biſhop and 
Prieſt in their Offices, and take care of the 
poor. All thoſe who are deſign'd for the ſer- 
vice of the Church are call'd Clerks or Cler- 
gymen, and Laymen all other Chriſtian Peo- 


n There is the greateſt honour and reverence 
FN due 
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due tothe Clergy, becauſe they are God's Mi- 
niſters and have the care of our ſouls. 
Q. What is the privilege of Orders? A. 
It empowers to give the Sacraments or to 
perform ſome publick ſervice in the Church. 
Q. Who are they that receive this power in 
its greateſt latitude? A. Biſhops. Q. Can 
they give the Sacraments and perform all o- 
ther holy Rites? A. Yes, even Confirma- 
tion and Orders. Q. Can Prieſts confer 
theſe two inſtitutions? A. No, they are re- 
ſerved to the Biſhop. Q. What is the duty 
of Deacons? A. To ſerve the Biſhop and 
_ Prieſt in their Functions. Q. Why are the 
Clergy to be honour'd? A. Becauſe they 
= God's Miniſters and have the care of our 
fouls, | 


A Morning Prayer for a child; 


Lory be to Thee, O Lord, for all the 
bleſſings I daily receive from Thee; for 
thy particular 1 and refreſhment 
of me this night paſt, but above all for thy 
infinite love in redeeming me by the precious 
blood of thy Son Jeſus Chrift. 
Teach me to believe in Thee, to fear 
Thee, and to love Thee with all my heart; 
to worſhip Thee, and to give Thee thanks; 
to honour thy holy Name and to ſerve Thee 
truly all the days of my liſe. | 

Make meto love my neighbour as myſelf, 
and to do to all men as I would they ſhould 
do unto me; make me obedient to my you 
| 4 an 
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and to all my Governors in Church and State. 
Grant, O Lord, that I may order myſelf 
lowly and reverently to all my betters that I 
may hurt nobody by word or deed ; that F 
may keep my hands from picking and ſteal- 
ing and my tongue from evil ſpeaking, ly- 


ing and flandering ; that I may demean my- 
ſelf with temperance, ſobriety and chaſtity 3 


that I may. never covet or deſire other men's 
goods, but learn and labour truly to get my 
own living, and to do my duty in the ſtate 
of life unto which it ſhall pleaſe Thee, O 
Lord, to call me. And al} this I beg for the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, in whoſe 
holy words I ſum up all my wants ſaying, * 
Our Father, &c. | 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
love of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy 
Ghoſt be with me this day and for evermore. 
Amen. 


An Evening Prayer for a child. 


Lord God my heavenly Father, I do 

moſt humbly implore the pardon and 
forgiveneſs of all my ſins, eſpecially of thoſe 
I have committed this day, either in thought, 
word or deed, for the ſake of thy Son Jeſus 


Chriſt. Cleanſe me from all my wickedneſs, 


ſtrengthen my weaknefs that I may overcome 
all the temptations that daily furround me. 
Aſſiſt me, good Lord, by thy grace, that 
I may worſhip Thee, ſerve Thee and obey 
Thee as I ought to do, Supply me with all 


things 


Evening PRAYER, 
things needful while I live in this world, and: 
fit and prepare my ſoul, for the happineſs of 


» # % 


the next. Make me to avoid all occaſions of 
offending; Thee, and ſuffer me not to be 
tempted above what I am able; but defend, 

me in all dangers both of body and ſoul; 
keep me eſpecially from fin and wickedneſa 
and from everlaſting death. - 

I commend to thy divine CRC ing Fe 
father - and mothers ny brothers and ſiſters 2 
and all my friends and relations; vouchſa 
them all thoſe graces and bleſſin 

knoweſt moſt ſuitable for them. 


8%, chan 


0 Thou chat never lumbereſt nor gerpeſt, 


*** watch oyer ma this night and refreſh me with 

SIC ſeaſonable reſt, that I may riſe the next morn- 
ing more fit ſor thy ſervice. ©, 

by, (Le, Lord, 0 T: hes all orails ond 

3 all. thoſe: mercies Thou haſt 

this day beſtow*d upon me. As long as T 

live I will praiſe the Lord ; as long as I have 


2 any being I will magnify thy Holy Name. 


Hear m yers and accept of my praiſes 
for he Ke of my — Jeſus Galt d 
whoſe holy words I ſum . my ll 
Out Father, &. + 
he Grice of our Lord: das cd, 6 | 
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